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Having stopped reading QUEST since 1997, I was glad that I 
found QUEST in a bookstore one day. It is really great to see 
that QUEST has improved tremendously. I really liked your 
articles - ‘Literature Component’, 
Report’. 

I have one suggestion, though. Could you guys come up 


‘Special’ and ‘Special 


with new columns such as Environment or Health. This way, 
we can learn useful things and master the language at the same 
time. Anyway, keep up the good work, and I hope that QUEST 
could be distributed to more bookstores so that I can find them 


easily. Thank you. 


I knew about QUEST in July this year 
from my beloved dorm-mate Nordiana 
Zainordin. She was so excited to tell 
us about this magazine. She had her 
name featured in this magazine. We 
feel so proud of her. I started to love 
QUEST since the first time I read it. 
QUEST is suitable for students in this 
country as English is important 
nowadays. My suggestion to improve 
the magazine is for coloured pages to 
make it more attractive.Thanks for all 
the good information provided in 

QUEST! 
(via e-mail) Rashidah Jamaludin 
SMS Tuanku Syed Putra Kangar, 
Perlis 


Iam Weiqi from Malacca. I would like 
to continue my subscription of the 
Quest magazine. I think QUEST 
should include a section on Astronomy. 
I think many would love doing that. 
(via e-mail) 


(via e-mail) 
Yvonne Lee Ling Xiu 
SMK Convent, Ipoh, Perak 


Iam Ching Li Wei from Pontian, Johor 
and I would like to send my 
contribution to Quest. Thank you Quest 
for teaching and improve my English 
greatly. I really love it. I wish Quest 
all the best and good luck! 

(via e-mail) 


A few years ago, QUEST was my 

sister’s favourite magazine. Now it is 

my favourite magazine. It is my 

partner. I can speak better English. 
QUEST is the best. 

Justina Ganam 

Lenggeng, Negeri Sembilan 


My teacher had introduced QUEST to 
me last year. After reading it, I can 
make a conclusion that this magazine 
is very ‘powerful’ to me as a Form 5 
student. But I believe, all QUEST 
readers must be tired waiting for the 
next issue for three months. So I hope 
you can make QUEST a monthly 
magazine. 
Noor Haida Ibrahim 
SM Agama Marang, Terengganu 


I’ve been searching for this magazine 

for a long time and the ones I’ve got 

now are issues of 1995 and 1996. 
Where can I buy the magazine? 

Annie 

Selangor 

Subscribe, Annie, and you can be 

assured of regular delivery. The form 

is on page 48. - Ed. 


I would like to thank QUEST for 
helping me to improve my English. I 
like the column on Literature 
Component. Can you include The 
Prisoner of Zenda by Anthony Hope? 
Nurur Hayati 

SMK Tenang, Johor 


I am a big fan of QUEST. I have been 
reading it for the last five years. 
QUEST is information-packed, 
educational and interesting. It has 
helped me to improve my grammar and 
composition writing. Congratulations 
to the editorial board for the good 

work! 
Siti Nur Zaliza Mohamad Omar 
Mara Junior Science College, 
Terengganu 


Thank you, readers, for your letters. 
QUEST would also like to thank all the 
Principals and teachers who encourage 
their students to read QUEST. — Ed. 


| QUEST welcomes letters and J 
J suggestions from readers. The - 


i best letter receives a prize worth 
| RM10.00. Letters marked + will F 
_ each receive a complimentary 
issue of QU ESI T. 
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Writer Margaret Daniel is 
unable to write for us in 
this issue but will be back 
next year. Meanwhile, 
here is another column on 
Literature Component. 


About the 
Author 


Ali Majod was born in 
1940 in Tampin, Negeri 
Sembilan. He graduated 
from University of 
Malaya in 1978. After 
graduation, he worked as 
ateacher and laterbecame |g 
a Senior Editor at the | 
Dewan Bahasa dan > 
Pustaka. 

His Literary works include 
3 volumes of short stories of 
Dalam Diri in 1974, Lampu- 
lampu di Pelabuhan in 1982 and 
Sayang Si Tina which won first 
prize in Esso-GAPENA stories 
for Young Readers Contest. He 
had also won Literary awards in 
1971 and 1972. Muhd Haji 
Salleh, a contemporary author, 
commented on Ali Majod as a 
careful writer who is meticulous 
with language and style. 


Summary of the 
Story 


Fill in the blanks with suitable 
words to complete the summary 
of the story. You have to read the 
literature text to be able to know 
the story. 


QUEST "TOLERANCE IS THE KN OWLEDGE OFTHEOTHER 


T. he P CNC il is a story of Zahid and his pencil. 


Zahid had bought a long red [SP (1) pencil from a bookstore. 


| After a few days, the pencil was missing. He saw Dolah Vdin (2) 


| with a similar pencil. Zahid quarrels with Dolah, his _c |osseno+e (3), 


because he accused Dolah of stealing his pencil. They have a fight 
during recess. _ Zahid __(4) lost the fight. Their teacher, 


Mr Jarra! (5) investigates the matter. He questions the two boys 


and Dolah was able to prove the pencil was his because of the 


1 i+ 1@l_(6) he carved on it. So, Mr Jamal punishes Zahid. Angry 
at this injustice, Zahid hits Dolah. Zahid is punished a second time. 
On dismissal from school, Dolah is _ombushed (7) by Zahid. Even 


am though _Zoh:< (8) is smaller in size than Dolah, he manages 
to give Dolah a good beating. Zahid takes his pencil from Dolah’s 


| bag, breaks it into pieces and throws it away. Then he runs home 


and is ill for three (9) days. When he returns to school, he 
causes a lot of trouble. He disturbs and bullies the other children 
and he is__¢ijea+ (10) and defiant. 

Then Zahid buys a _oa¢%e+kn'i{e(11) from the bookstore. It 


makes him feelogore 


Ss+ ve (12) and powerful. He brings it to school 


and bullies the smaller children and destroys things in the school 
with it. One day, he cuts___Do'o) _ (13) hand with the knife and 
is sent to the school principal__o#{ ice (14). The principal knows 
something about Zahid’s family problems. He talks to him 

hice (15) and questions him _po*' nco.(16). Mr Berahim 
is able to get at the truth. Dolah is questioned by the principal and 
he confesses that he <0 ¢ (17) Zahid’s pencil. Mr Berahim 
explained Zahid’s behaviour to_ V6 Some (18) who learned from 
this experience. Mr Jamal treats Zahid with _kinelmecs (19) and 
understanding. Zahid is happy. He is more pleased when the 
principal gives him two new pencils. He is so delighted that he 


. ° Pn | on ba 
gives one pencil to ~o ¢ (20). 


. Zahid sees Dolah with along pencil — 


Setting 


This story is set mainly in a school. The main events took place in 


the 


classroom, bookstore, school compound, road junction, Zahid’s 


home and the school canteen. The story centres around a teacher 
and 2 schoolboys who are from the lower income group. 


Plot 


The plot of the story can be summerised in the following way. 


Rising Action 


and suspects that Dolah has stolen 
it. : 


. He questions Dolah and they fight. 
. Mr Jamal is informed of the fight 


and he questions the 2 boys. 


. Mr Jamal believes Dolah’s story and 


punishes Zahid. 


. Zahid becomes very angry and hits 


Dolah. He is punished again. 


. Zahid ambushes Dolah, takes the 


pencil and breaks it. Zahid runs 
home and is ill for 3 days. 


Exposition 
1. Zahid buys a special pencil to get 
attention of his classmates and 


teacher. 


2. The pencil is missing after a few 


days. 


Climax 


1. Zahid buys a pocketknife and becomes 
were aggressive in school. He bullies the 
smaller children and destroys school’s 
property. He was silently defiant. 


Falling Action 


1. One day, Zahid cuts Dolah’s hand. 
And he is sent to the principal. 

2. Zahid tells the principal the whole 
story about the pencil, Dolah, the 
penknife and Mr Jamal. 

3. Dolah confesses to Mr Berahim that 
he stole the pencil. 


Resolution 


. Mr Berahim explains to Mr Jamal 
the reasons for Zahid’s change in 
behaviour. 

2. Mr Jamal realises that he had 
understood Zahid and has been 
unfair to the boy. 

. Mr Jamal begins to treat Zahid with 
kindness and pays more attention to 

. Mr Berahim gave Zahid 2 long 
pencils. Zahid gave one pencil to 
Dolah and both of them became 
friends 


QUEST 


Characters/Character 
Traits 


There are 6 characters in the story. He is the main 
character. He is short and small in size. He is also 
shy and quiet and lacks self-confidence. 

The other characters include Dolah Udin, 
the classmate, Mr Jamal, the teacher, Zahid’s 
grandmother and Mr Berahim, the principal. 


Mr Jamal: He is strict, impatient and hot- 
tempered. 


Dolah: He is dishonest, sly and a good actor. 


Mr Berahim: He is_ kind, wise and a good 
principal. He is also tactful in dealing Zahid’s 
problem. 


Zahid’s grandmother: She is kind and loving. 


The complementary characters include the class 
monitor, Uncle Teh whois Zahid’s uncle, Zahid’s 
classmates, Siti, Zainab, Budlin, Samad and Safian 
who is the best student in the class. 


Themes and Issues 


Zahid lacks confidence because he is short and 
small in size. He also feels unhappy because his 
parents are separated. Because of these unpleasant 
feelings, he tries to get the attention and approval 
of his teacher and friends. 

Zahid becomes violent and aggressive when 
he gets punished because the teacher does not 
believe him. Morever, Zahid is angry towards his 
father who had been unkind to his family. 

The teacher should treat the problem which 
arose between Zahid and Dolah with tact and 
patience. He should try to find out the truth and 


not listen to one side of the story. Teachers in 
general should also find out the reasons for bad 
behaviour of pupils and that punishing a pupil does 
not help him to improve his behaviour. 


Point of View 


The story is written in the third person. The author 
describes the actions and emotions of the 
characters. The author also enters the thoughts of 
the characters. 


Language and Style 


The words used are simple and the style is neutral. 
It is easy for the reader to understand and follow 
the story. Dialogues are used effectively between 
teacher and Zahid, Zahid and Dolah and the 
principal and Zahid. The author tries to make the 
story realistic by describing in detail the situation 
in class when the teacher enters the class. The 
subject matter is common. The author is an 
observer in the story. There are some similes 
referring to the main character which make the 
imagery more vivid. e.g. Mr Berahim is as wise 
as King Solomon. 


Message/Moral Values 


Children are basically good at heart. We should 
try and find out the real reason behind a person’s 
behaviour. Punishment does not solve problems. 
There is always a reason for bad behaviour in a 
child. We should practise kindness and be satisfied 
with what we have. We should learn to forgive 
and forget. 


ITERATURE COMPONENT(LOWER SECONDARY) 


Exercises 


Answer the questions to see how much you 
understand the literature text. 


Questions 


L. 


Why did the class monitor inform Mr Jamal 
and not another teacher that Zahid and Dolah 
were fighting during recess? 


eee ee eee eee errr reer errr rr rrr re rere reer yy 


eee eee eee eee eee ee eer rere rrr ere rr eee rere ere rere eee ee eee es 


Beem eee e ee eerenaseesensccererseesseseseersreesseeesesesssesereseses 


his? 


eee eee errr ee rere err rrr rere ry 


Pee meee ere easeeessesereore reese reese esse eee ee see ee seeeseeessesees 


How did Zahid get enough money to buy is 
pencil? 


Poem eee merce esenereee esse ees eeeseseseserassesessesesesee esses eseees 
OOo eee reser reser re rere eesner eee esses eeeseeesesesesessesesesessees 


Coe cece ease ecere ee eeeereeeer eee eee e ese ee sees esses seseeseeeseesee 


Somme meee rereeerceseeeeee eee seseseeeeeereneseseeeseseseeseseeeees 
Pewee emer eens essere eee ee een en saeea esse seser ese eesesesesesesseseeee 


Oem ere e meena seen enema reese reese esses es eeseaseseeesessesesesereses 


10. 


Relate the incidents Zahid did when he had 
the pocket knife. 


SO Oe meme ee rere reese esses sees eee eeseeseeesesrasssas esse sesessseeeese 
Pee e meee meee renee eee eee esses sees ee ee nena eee sees seeesssessessseses 


POOR eee rere eee eee ee reese sees reese eee sees ess eesereseesesesessesees 


On his return to school after recovering from 
his fever, describe Zahid’s behaviour. 


POOP meee eee mere ee ease eee esse esse eee eeseeeseeee es seseseseesesenee 
Cee eee ee ee een eneeeneee reser ee sees eee se se senses es eeseseseeesesseess 


Beeman eee ee eee e eee see cess ee reso eee esse esses ease cnsssaeseseseesees 


Why did Zahid open up to Mr Berahim 
finally? 


Pee eee ee rere rere rere see see ee reese esas saree ses enessesssesesseeeees 
Pee ee ere ee reer errr ere errr reer errr rere 


Pee e eee me ween anes eee seers eee neers reese esses se aeseseessseseesesese 


‘Is there any way that either of you can prove 
it’s your pencil’. Who said these words? 


Seem e eee meee eee ener eee sere sense ses ee se nee seen eeeesesssseseseseeeees 
Poem cree ee sew esse mares se sess reese ese ee esses steesssessssereseseesess 


COO Ree e reece rere renee reese ence eee eee ee sense esses esse see sesesesees 


What did Mr Berahim explain to Mr Jamal 
to make him understand Zahid’s behaviour. 


eee eee eee eee rere rr rrr errr err rrr rere reer ere rey 
ere eee eee eee eee ere rere rere rere errr rere reer reer rere rere err eee yy 


ee eee eee eee eer ere rere creer errr rr errr reer ere 


At the end of the story where did Dolah get 
a pencil just like Zahid’s? 


Beemer cere cereseser reese rece ee reese esses esse ere eee seseseseseseseees 


COO e meee eee emer eee e ee ee sense esse eases sess esses eesssssesesessees 


eee eee ee ere ree rere reer err rrr rr rrr 


THE BETTERMENT OF THE WORLD CAN BE ACCOMPLISHED THROUGH 


PURE AND GOODLY DEEDS 


QUEST 


CIDKWKRWNE 


Answers 


ie 


Because Mr Jamal was the teacher on duty. 
He had carved a ‘D’ on it. 

He helped Uncle Teh to tap the rubber trees. 
To get attention from his teacher and friends. 
a) He threatened the children in school. 

He pulled out the ferns and bean plants in 
school. 

He sliced up the preserved centipedes and 
snakes. 

He cut Dolah’s hand. 

He became a horrid and mischievous student. 
Mr Berahm reminded Zahid of his 
grandmother who is kind and gentle to Zahid. 
Mr Jamal 

His early childhood 


10. Zahid gave it to Dolah 


Answers for text completion. 


\O 


red 

Dolah Udin 
classmate 
Zahid 

Mr Jamal 
1D 

Zahid 
ambushed 
Zahid 


10. 3 

11. stubborn 

12. pocket knife 
13. Dollah’s 

14. Mr Berahim 
15. kindly 

18. Mr Jamal 


19. patience/kindness 
20. Dolah 


Seventeen-year-old Canadian singer-songwriter Avril 
Lavigne appeals to the growing number of teenagers who 
prefers music with substance. Two Rivers is the choice 
for this issue’s English Through Songs’. 


WO RIVERS 


Rains of sand slip through your hands 
Never ceasing time 

Fold your hands in silent prayer 
Eternal peace you'll find 


(CHORUS) 

Like two rivers flow 
to the open sea 
Someday we'll reunite 
for all eternity 


Let the rain falling on your face 
Run in to your eyes 

Can you see the rainbow now 
Through the stormy skies 


(CHORUS) 

Like two rivers flow 
to the open sea 
Someday we'll reunite 
for all eternity 


Standing in the rising tide 
Heaven's light shines on you 
On you, on you 


Test the sea rising at your feet 
How far can you go 


Like two rivers flow Till you need God's helping 


to the open sea hand 
Someday we'll reunite 
for all eternity 


To ride the under-tow 


(CHORUS) 

Like two rivers flow 
to the open sea 
Someday we'll reunite 
for all eternity 


Someday we'll reunite 
for all eternity 


Someday we'll reunite 
for all eternity 


Songs express feelings as you 
have learnt in the previous 
issues. Describe the feelings 
the song ‘Two Rivers’ 
brought out in you? What is 
the song about? 


WORD TEASERS 


Think of words that can be matched 
with words from the song. For 
example, some can be matched 
with the word time, to become 
sometime. 


1. moon 
. dis 


Z 
3 
4. 
5 


Antonyms 


Antonyms are words which have 
opposite meaning. 

For example: take = give 
From the lyrics, find the 
antonyms for: 


closed 
lose 
near 
noisy 
come 
Hell 
dark 


NIOTHEE QUEST 


at a stretch: to continuously 
If you study for more than four hours at a stretch 
you are going to feel very tired. 


make great strides: to progress well 
I hope you are making great strides in learning 
English. 


ivory tower: a way of living in which one is protected 
from difficult things in life 

If you get off your ivory tower you will see the 
problems faced by homeless children. 


give (someone) hell: to treat someone very severely 
My neighbour gave her husband hell when he came 
in drunk last night. 


between the devil and the deep blue sea: to be faced 
with a choice between two risky actions 

Tarzan was caught between the devil and the deep 
blue sea when faced with crossing the raging river 
or fighting the wild hunters . 


stack the cards against (someone): to make it very 
difficult for someone to succeed 

The cards are stacked against the poor children 
but they were determined to do their best. 


carry weight: to have influence 
Tok Batin’s opinion carries a lot of weight around 
the village. 


keep one’s own counsel: to keep something secret 
Nisa thought about sharing her problem with Amy 
but then decided to keep her own counsel. 


a flea market: a shop selling second-hand goods 
You can buy old records, antique vases, books and 
clothes at Amcorp Mall’s flea market on Sundays. 
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[HE FAULTS OF OTHERS THAT TE 
‘MAY NOT APPEAR GREAT 


holier-than-thou: behaving towards others in a way 
which shows he thinks he is better 
The new girl has such a holier-than-thou attitude. 


riding high: very successful 
Avril Lavigne is riding high on the pop charts with 
her song ‘Complicated’. 


green belt: open land in the city 


A green belt was reserved for city folks’ recreational 
activities. 


EXERCISE 


Pick five of the idioms and use them in sentences 


of your own. 


DOCS HOCHSHLEOSHHHOSHOATHHSHOHSHHHEHHOOHSHOSHHEHHEHAOTHRHSSHOSHOLHOOHHHOBSHSEEHOHROHEES 


POCASOHHOASHSHSHOSOHOHHOHOHSHEEHSOHOSHOSHHAOOSHOGHHEOHSHAHHOHOFOHSHEOHEOTHSSHOGCHHVOREHOHOOO 


CHOHOHCSHHHAOCHOHHOHHSHSHHSHHHOEHOOEHEHEOHRHOHOHOHHSSHHEOSEHOCHESOSeOHRABBESHOHLHOEEHEOOY 


ID E OWN FAULTS 


That’s Not-Right-Lah! 


Rewrite these sentences in proper English. 


1. Sixteen school children were warded in the | 11. Have you saw my book? 
hospital after eating nasi lemak at the canteen. 


SPOSTHHHSHSHSHSHSHSSNHHSHOSHHHOHSHSHSHSHHOHOHHSOHSHSHOHHSHSHHHHOHOHSSHOHHOLOOHSHOOHOHLOOHOHOSOHBOLOSE 


dob cts sevcecsersseibipeaa divas trgsiesuieateslenpalatasseueseteeseceaeess 12. He live next door to me. 
, ; : . ; on ; : ; . : —_ = — “ setaatenesteciaahes r = acanaeruuant So eoueaiountdanesenpeeneuagous 
; areata _ _ : . - sopasennweincaaacexennedneaaiaesees 4 a — — Sects ener Aorause ean eaadsnetcoaee, 
; on ; —— , naan Soecap anya ddoeccescteenennueansn is : * : ; : " scikine duos 7 : aan cesisteatcrontes 
; ——— ~ “ one ee een - a 7 a : _ ‘ — oe aca | ” 
, — — — “7 “ diejeias geadlavbencanaiitesselemmplostec: - ; : : ; ; me : oe pe Setieeeeceeeeatened seen: 
: = “ ‘ nnaeorouire . : a soieseseeaneeoee - — : . ; , ; - — . —. ieseseremeeeiemeeaonies 
; oo - a “ _ —- ee et ee ‘9 oe —— ea = 7 on peejaepevaemeeenns 
; ~ : ; a —- Ssicaciegnnebsencabapslodsanaaaeeeentaes 7 See _— ; . , - — eer a 


eee AAA ee nn Ce eee EPEC er eee erereererere ee ee ee ee ie ea i ar ae ea 


Fea te a acess pests assesses ecesessieeess 
HFUL, YOUR TONGUE TRUTHFUL, 
10 [ENED. QUEST 


Who, what, which, where, why, how, etc. are very 
important as link-words. They are common in both spoken 
and written English. Can you add the missing link to 
complete the sentences? 


Example: I don’t know how to do it. 


1. I don’t know you are angry with me. 

2. Do you know to do it? 

3. Ihave no idea to ask. 

4. Ican’t remember | your house is. 

5. Can you suggest to write? 

6. Have you decided to ask for your birthday party? 
7. Twonder it means? 

8. [know it happened. 

9. Do you know bus I should take to Ipoh? 
10. I wonder she is? 

11. Can you tell me one is yours? 

12. She asked me Iam going? 

13. Do you know to do this? 

14. Can you tell me you are sad? 

15. Must you always ask me I’m doing? 

16. Do you know far it 1s to the station? 

17. Did you see it was? 

18. Do you know cup you used? 

19. I can’t remember I studied. 

20. She knew exactly to say. 


11 


Have you read ‘The Wind 
in the Willows’? The Wind 
in the Willows is a classic 
written by Kenneth 


Grahame. The main theme , 


centres around the funny 
adventures of the 
dangerous Toad. But 
there are other 
characters of Rat, 
Badger and Mole. 

In this story excerpt, 
load is disguised as a 
washerwoman. 


on the 
Run 


cheerful.’ 


~ ullo, mother! said the 
engine-driver, ‘what’s 
the trouble? You don’t 
~-look particularly 


‘O, sir! said Toad, crying 
afresh, ‘I am a poor unhappy 
washerwoman, and I’ve lost all 
my money, and can’t pay for a 
ticket, and I must get home 


. tonight somehow, and whatever 


I am to do I don’t know. O dear, 
O dear!’ 

‘That’s bad business, 
indeed,’ said the engine-driver 
reflectively. ‘Lost your money - 
and can’t get home - and got 
some kids, too, waiting for you, 
I dare say?’ 


‘Any amount of ‘em,’ 
sobbed Toad. ‘And they’ll be 
hungry - and playing with 
matches - and upsetting lamps, 
the little innocents! and 
quarrelling, and going on 
generally. O dear, O dear!’ 

‘Well, Pll tell you what I'll 
do,’ said the good engine-driver. 

‘You’re a washerwoman 
to your trade, says you. Very 
well, that’s that. And I’m an 
engine-driver, as you may see, 
and there’s no denying it’s 
terribly dirty work. Uses up a 
power of shirts, it does, till my 
missus is fair tired of washing 
of ‘em. If you’ll wash a few 
shirts for me when you get 
home, and send ‘em along, I'll 
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give you a ride on my engine. 
It’s against the Company’s 
regulations, but we’re not so 
very particular in these out-of- 
the-way parts.’ 

The Toad’s misery turned 
into a rapture as he eagerly 
scrambled up into the cab of the 
engine. Of course, he had never 
washed a shirt in his life, and 
couldn’t if he tried and, anyhow, 
he wasn’t going to begin; but he 
thought: ‘When I get safely 
home to Toad Hall, and have 
money again, and pockets to put 
in, I will send the engine-driver 
enough to pay for quite a 
quantity of washing, and that 
will be the same thing, or better.’ 
The guard waved his welcome 
flag, the engine-driver whistled 
in cheerful response, and the 
train moved out of the station. 
As the speed increased, and the 
Toad could see on either side of 
him real fields, and trees, and 
hedges, and cows, and horses, all 
flying past him, and as he 
thought how every minute was 
bringing him nearer to Toad 
Hall, and sympathetic friends, 
and money to chink in his 
pocket, and a soft bed to sleep 
in, and good things to eat, and 
praise and admiration at the 
recital of his adventures and his 
surpassing cleverness, he began 
to skip up and down and shout 
and sing snatches of song, to the 
great astonishment of the 
engine-driver, who had come 
across washerwomen before, at 
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long intervals, but never one at 
all like this. 

They had covered many 
and many a mile, and Toad was 
already considering what he 
would have for supper as soon 
as he got home, when he noticed 
that the engine-driver, with a 
puzzled expression on his face, 
was leaning over the side of the 
engine and listening hard. Then 
he saw him climb on to the coals 
and gaze out over the top of the 
train; then he returned and said 
to Toad: ‘It’s very strange; we’re 
the last train running in this 
direction tonight, yet I could be 
sworn that I heard another 
following us!’ 

Toad ceased his frivolous 
antics at once. He became grave 
and depressed, and a dull pain 
in the lower part of his spine, 
communication itself to his legs, 
made him want to sit down and 
try desperately not to think of all 
possibilities. 

By this time the moon was 
shining brightly, and the engine- 
driver, steadying himself on the 
coal, could command a view of 
the line behind them for a long 
distance. 

Presently he called out,’ I 
can see it clearly now! It is an 
engine, on our rails, coming 
along at a great pace! It looks as 
if we were being pursued!’ 

The miserable Toad, 
crouching in the coal-dust, tried 
hard to think of something to do, 
with dismal want of success. 


HASTE MAKES WASTE 


- Comprehension | 


1. When he first sees Toad, 
what is the engine-driver’s 
attitude to him? 


2. How does Toad try to play 
on the driver’s feelings? 


3. What evidence can you find 
that the engine-driver was a 
kind and considerate man? 


4. Why did Toad’s spirits rise? 


5. Toad has no intention of 
doing the driver’s washing. 
How does he plan to repay 
the driver for his ride? 


6. Why was the thought of 
returning to Toad Hall so 
appealing for Toad? 


7. Why did the engine-driver 
find Toad a most unusual 
washerwoman? 


8. What caused Toad to become 
depressed for a second time? 


9. How was the engine-driver 
able to decide that there was 
an engine following? 


10. Explain the meaning of each 
of these phrases: 
a) his surpassing cleverness 
b) frivolous antics 
c) with dismal want of 
success 
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| 5. twist or contort the body in pain 
. a. gross 
Ww l f h b. raise 
c. writhe 
| ) ORDS 6. speaking fluently 
. —A —A a. volume 


b. voluble 
These word games test your knowledge and c. visualise 
stimulate your thinking skill as well as your 


: h 
vocabulary skill. Find out which word fits 7 Drea OU 


. — a. exhume 
in well with each meaning? The first one ee 
is given as an example. Have fun! c. exhale 


1. gleam of joy in eyes 
a. concern 
b. twinkle 
Cc. expression 


2. walked through water 
a. waded 
b. slip 
c. Swim 


3. mixed up in one’s mind 
a. crushed 
b. confused 
c. thoughtful 


4. looking with narrow eyes 
a. squinted 
b. squatted 
c. squalor 
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8. to drive out by force 
a. extol 
b. excel 
c. expel 


9. to get money out of someone by threats 
a. export 
b. extort 


c. export 


10. to spread out, grow larger 
a. expend 
b. expand 


c. extend 
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WORD SEARCH 


These word games, too, stimulate your thinking skill and improve 
your vocabulary. Pick the word which does not belong in the group. 
The first one is given as an example. Have fun! 


1. bread, butter, jam, window 
Answer: window 


2. socks, shoes, slippers, scarf 
Answer: 


3. round, tomato, square, oval 
Answer: 


4. whisper, stick, murmur, talk 
Answer: 


5. sparrow, crow, fish, eagle 
Answer: 


6. stride, walk, stroll, scroll 
Answer: 


7. hop, hump, skip, jump 
Answer: 


8. lofty, tall, sigh, high 
Answer: 


9. wink, blink, squint, sprint 
Answer: 


10. smile, bawl, cry, sob 
. Answer: 
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11. 


13. 


16. 


ie? 


18. 


19. 


20. 


sugar, sail, tea, milk 
Answer: 


read, scan, pore, sore 
Answer: 


lake, camel, sea, pond 
Answer: 


cat, whale, shark, dolphin 
Answer: 


excellent, good, correct, wrong 
Answer: 


crimson, indigo, vermilion, scarlet 
Answer: 


on, sit, under, over 
Answer: 


give, take, offer, present 
Answer: 


eraser, lipstick, mascara, eye-liner 
Answer: 


jasmine, rose, lotus, chives 
Answer: 
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WORD POWER 


Study how each word is used in the sentence. 
Then use the words in sentences of your own. 


1. bystanders (n): onlookers 
Bystanders were told to leave the scene of accident. 


SOSH HHHHOHHRHHAEDHHAHOOHHOOHSHTEOHHOTOESHHEHUHOOSHHHROOHHOHOOHROSHOHOHTOEHHEOOEEOH OOS OE OOOO DE 


2. confiscate (v): take away by authorities 
The smuggled bags of rice were confiscated by the 
authorities at the Thailand border. 


SOHSHSSOHHOHSHHHEHHHSEHE HSE SAO HOHHSHEHRHHSSSOHHHTOEHOOHEHOSOHOEHHOSEHO SESE OOCHEOHOHST OE OOO OHREOOCSZOOOA 


3. conceited (adj): thinking too highly of oneself 
He became conceited when he got 7As in the exam. 


COHTOSHHHAHEHHOHSHHOOHEHHHOOHHTOHHOSSHOROOOE HATO ROCEHOHHHEDCOEHLOSESOCOOOHOHEOOEEOOSEHES 


4. bellowed (pp): shouted 
The army general bellowed orders to his officers. 


SHSHSHHHHAHEHSHHEHOHHHSHOHOHOHH OTTO HHSHHOHOEHEOHOHESHEHOHEOOSOHOSCOOTEH OOO OOOO OHOOOO ESOS 


5. assailant (n): attacker 
The assailant was caught and handed over to the police. 


SHHHSOTHSHSHSOSHHSHSOHHOTOHOOHOSESOTDHO OSE EHEC OSHTOTOAEHOHHEHOS TS HOOHHEOEHOHEOEHOOOLHOOSOONE 


6. ails (v): sickens 
What ails our society is decline in moral values. 


SHSHOHHHEHEHASSEHOHEHSSHSOTHOHSSOHOHHHSSHOHHHHSHOHHHOHHROSHSSOSOSHEOHHOECHOTEOO ERE HEOES OSE LOOSE 


7. eerie (adj): strange 
It felt eerie entering the haunted house. 


SHSSHESHSHSOOHEHESHOHOHHOHOHHESOSETSEHOGHHHEHEHEEOOHOSEHESHHOOHOHHOHOEOCHOEEOOSEHUSOOKLELOSEOSSEO 


8. devastation (n): destruction 
The scene of devastation where the typhoon had hit 
was shocking. 


SOSH OHSHHSSHHHOSHHSHHHHOHHTHHOHHOHTOHHOSHSHEOHTHSTOATOHOHHEHOHOAEHHSHEHHOHEKHEOHOHDEHOOHOO SOHO HOOHSOOEE 
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9. adjourn (v): break off 
Let’s adjourn the meeting after lunch. 


POOSHTHOHHHEHOSHHSHHHHHHHOHHHHHHSHSHOOHHOAO HHH HTHHOHOHOSHROHOOHHKTHEHEOOHEHEHEOOOOOEEEOOEEOREC® 


10. braided (pp): plaited 
Ning Baizura braided her hair with colourful beads. 


SEOSHOHEHOHEHHOHOESSOHTHHHOHHHHOHOHHSHOHOHOSESEHESSOHTHOOOSSHOHHHOOHOSEO SOSH SOTEOOHEHOSOHHOOHEOLOD 


11. engulfed (v): swallowed up 
The house was engulfed in flames in few minutes. 


SHHHHHHHHOSHTOHCHSHHHOHSHSOHEHOHEHOHESHOHSOOHHHHOHHHHOHHOHOEOSHHEHOHCHOLOHHOSHOOOCOEHOOS OOH EOHOOOHEE 


12. flabby (adj): limp, hanging down 
If you don’t exercise daily your muscles will get flabby. 


COSHH SHHHAHEHHHHLOGHOHEHOHHHHHSOHOHHHOSHOSHHSHHHAHOHSHOHHHOOHOHOCOOHETOHOHOHHOHOHOHEOEOOEHOLHEOOOD 


13. frenzy (n): wild agitation 
They danced themselves into a frenzy at the good news. 


SOSHSSHOHHHHHSHOHHSOHHASHOHHHGHHSHHHHHHSHSHOHOHOHRHSSHTOHHEHSHOOHOTHOOHOSHOCECOKE OR OHOOHHEHOCOOOOOE 


14. huddled (v): crowded together close 
The kittens huddled together for warmth. 


SHOSHHHSSHHHOHHHHHOHHHHOHHHGHOAHDOEOSHOSOOHHHOHHSHOHOHOOHOSHOOHOHOOHHOHOSCE OOOOH EOOHOHOOHUSHOOS 


15. hysterically (adj): emotionally out of control 
She cried hysterically when she heard the bad news. 


MOOHSHSHHOHSHOAHOHSHOOHHHHOSHSHOHHOHDHTOHESEHOHHOCHOSHEOHRHEOOHASHOHOHSHOHOHH OH HESS OROOOOCOHUROROOD 


16. lavish (adj): over-abundant, generous 
The parents threw a lavish wedding party for their son. 


SOHSSOHOHHHSHOHOHSHHHSHOHAHHHESHSHOHSHHSOHOHOSHOSHOOHHOOOOHH TO OEHHO OHH OOCHHOOC COO EEOHHOOOSEO SECS 


17. linger (v): delay 
The family lingered when it was time to say goodbye. 


POSSESS HHSHHHOHOHHSHEHSHPHHHOHHHAOHHOGOHOHHSHHOHHHTHHEHOHOH SUS OTHHOOCOHROOSCOHOTOSOOOHE SOO OHOESZOb68 


18. grotesque (adj): weird 
He wore a grotesque mask at the fancy dress party. 


SOSHOHHHHSHHHOHSHHSHHEHHHHHHOHHEHSHOHOOTSTHOTEHOOSHSEOHOFEHHHSOHEE OH OHECOOHESOHHOOTOOHHOHOOUOOODS 


19. lacklustre (adj): dull, lacking shine 
Her eyes were lacklustre from lack of sleep. 


SHHHSHHHSHHHEHHHHOHSOHSHSHOHOSSHOHOHOHHGOHHOHOHHOHOHSHSSOTHESEOOEHHOSHOHTOSTHOTEOHOTOOCOHRERESEOOOSOO8 


20. sputter (v): make rapid spitting sound 
The old car sputtered and stopped in the middle of the 
road. 


SCOHEHHSHHHTSHHHHHOHOHHOESHHOHOHOOHOTHHOOHEHDOOHEHEHHOHHEDOOHSOHOOEETHEO OOOH HOOHOHHROOOCESOOERO OOO 


‘veacauer: What’s 1/5 of a foot, Jin? 


Jin: A toe, sir 


Wifeguard: Hey, you! You can’t swim before 7am! 


Swimmer: I’m not swimming. I’m drowning! 


‘vier: What’s Dracula’s favourite soup? 


Ming: Shark’s fang soup. 


Aji; Did you know what happened as I was driving 
past the cemetery last night? 

Joe: No, what happened? 

Aji: The car shuddered to a stop and had a nervous 


breakdown. 
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Sarass What do monsters have for lunch? 


Hema: Devil curry? 


Navin: What do monsters do on holiday? 


Amir: They have a devil of a time. 


Avi: What do whales do in water? 


Sam: They swim and have a whale of a time. 


Mary: Which fish sit on clouds? 
Aida: Angel fish 


Jehan: My girl friend is an absolute peach. 
Adam: You mean she has soft skin? 


Johan: Yes, and a heart of stone. 


Patient: Doctor, my wooden leg is giving me a lot of 
trouble. 
Doctor: Why? 


Patient: Because my wife Keeps hitting me with it. 


ia 


Patient: Doctor, I think I’m a slice of bread. 


Doctor: Then you'd better stop loafing around. 
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Riddles 


A clever little worm 

Which builds houses without bricks 

White walls without windows 

Which after dismantling all become clothes 


Answer: silkworm 


What is it which we swallow and live but when 
that swallows us, we die? 


Answer: water 


He is born under the waters 
He had a head and a trunk 
His eyes are upwards 

But his food is on the ground 


Answer: crab 


SOMETHING TO DO 


Give a new twist to proverbs! Make bookmarks 
using old greeting cards. Write a funny proverb 
on each. Give them to your friends and make 
them laugh! 


* Don’t cross your bridge before ... 
the toll. 


you pay 

* When the blind leads the blind ... get out of 
their way. 

* A miss is as good asa... Mr 

not much 


* A penny saved is ... 


* Laugh and the whole world laughs with you. 
Cry and you ... have to blow your nose. 


EXPLORE 
YOUR CAREER 


OPPORTUNITIES NOW! 


By: ELINA KAMARUZZAMAN 


here is nothing more satisfying for an adult than 

doing a job he enjoys. Unfortunately, not many 

are able to be at this level. Where career 

exploration and advancement are concerned, we 
are still lacking behind in this area. In many Western 
countries, students as young as fifteen are advised to see 
the school’s career counselor to discuss their future course 
of life. When I had the benefit of doing my A-levels in the 
United Kingdom, students as young as fourteen would loiter 
around the career room to look at company brochures and 
read about career options available to them. Since not many 
of our schools have that kind of luxury here we have to take 
the initiative ourselves to explore our career options. And 
you can do it as soon as you enter secondary school. Here’s 
what you can do: 


Assess your interests, strengths and 


weaknesses 


When you join a society in school, you most probably did it 
because you had an interest in it. Say you joined the school 
band. What do you like about it? Is it because of your interest 
in music? Is it because you get to mix with people of different 
ages in your school and learn how to work in a team? Is it 
because you are always learning something new? Is it 
because you get to travel and perform? Is it because it gives 
you the discipline that you need? Is it because the teacher 
in-charge inspires you and is a role model to you? These 
very same reasons that you joined a society could be the 
same reasons why you would choose a particular profession 
or organisation to work with. 

In school, I joined the editorial board because I love 
writing and it gave me the opportunity to read other people’s 
articles and learn to edit. Editorial work involves soliciting 
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these articles from students, giving them ideas on what to 
write and what kind and quality of articles the school 
magazine would most likely publish. In the initial stages I 
would have to inform, coax and inspire, in the later stages, 
I would have to work alone or alongside my sub-editor to 
select and edit the articles. I worked better in small groups 
or alone for that matter. If I do work with lots of people, it 
will be in short doses. This explains why I still like to write 
because it’s just me and my computer. I also go to schools 
and organisation for motivation talks that I do, two to three 
times a month. I have strong interest in people and their 
efforts in life that led me to major in psychology and 
counselling. 

I have a weakness such that I take on too many 
responsibilities at one time. In other words, I often over- 
commit myself. Thus, there are times that I don’t meet my 
deadlines or would request for extensions to my writing 
work. I also have trouble saying ‘no’ to a job because I 
always feel that any job would give me a new opportunity 
to learn something new. I used to not bother about my 
finances so much and anything involving calculations would 
be secondary to me. Later in my working life, I realised 
how these weaknesses add stress to my life. I have now 
learned to be a bit more organised and not make promises 
that I cannot keep. My husband has also thought me to 
discipline my spending and to be more vigilant with 
accounting so that people do not short-change me. 

It is both and exciting and humbling to honestly look 
at your strengths and weaknesses. If you are at loss with it, 
ask your mom, dad, siblings, close friends or teachers you 
can talk to what they think are your strengths and 
weaknesses. If you want to be a doctor and the feedback 
that you get is that you lack discipline and cannot relate 
well to people, then these would be the areas that you may 
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want to work on to prepare yourself for your future. 

Of course, your interests, strengths and weaknesses 
change from time to time. But it would be important for 
you to take note of it every six months to see how much you 
have progressed, changed or evolved. 


Interview people from different 


professions 

The next thing is to talk to people of different types of 
professions. Ask them what their job entails and what kind 
of hours they work. Do they work with people like a 
manager or do they work in a backroom like a computer 
programmer? Ask them what is interesting about their jobs 
and what is boring about their jobs. Is their work challenging 
or is it mundane? What kind of qualifications and work 
experience does one need to be at the level that they are at. 
Are they compensated well salary-wise? What kind of 
working conditions do they work in? Are they able to go 
out a lot and meet people like someone in sales or are they 
stuck in an office most of the time? 

Start with your parents, relatives and friends of your 
parents and perhaps, if you are lucky, you may be able to 
follow them to work to see whether it is the kind of 
environment that you like working in. Start your career 
information book based on your interviews. From here, you 
would realise what kind of work suits you most and what 
may not. 


Surf the Net 


You can also surf the Internet about various types of jobs. 
Make full use of the information technology that is available 
to you. Or read about people and their work and professions, 
this would also help in your decision-making. 


Do part-time jobs 

During the school holidays, try looking for a part-time job. 
It could be becoming a waiter, sales attendant, having a small 
business selling nasi lemak, doing odd jobs like washing 
cars, creating a database or writing for magazines. Through 
these jobs, you will realise what you like and don’t like 
doing. I was a part-time waitress and part-time tutor when I 
was in university. Being a waitress meant meeting lots of 
people all the time and facing demanding and challenging 
customers. It involves being on your feet all the time and 
working on shifts. You must also take note of who ordered 
what - thus some detail work here. Tutoring was more 
straightforward. There was a syllabus to follow and I worked 
in a small group. It was exciting working with young people 
as they were very receptive and had such vivid imaginations! 
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From my part-time jobs, I learnt that I like working 
with young people and I like the challenges brought upon 
by them. I did not like shift work and I did not like work 
that did not allow me to explore new avenues. Thus, I made 
sure that when I chose my profession, I would have the 
greater opportunity for the former and less of the latter. 
Besides that part-time work gave you some extra cash to 
save and spend! You will also develop and become aware 
of the many skills that you never knew you had that comes 
with the job. 


Do volunteer work 


Volunteer work is also a good thing to do. Many people 
who are established in their careers do volunteer work. This 
gives you access to professionals to get to know and work 
alongside with. Some of them are more than willing to share 
their experiences with them; some are not. From the latter, 
you could observe them - look at the kind of leadership skills 
they have, how well organised are they are, how do they 
conduct meetings and presentations and how well do they 
relate with people. The positive skills which you are exposed 
are worth emulating. Of course, for the negative ones, you 
probably know the consequences if you were to act upon 
them! Meeting people of different professions also allows 
you to establish contacts early in life. You will never know 
that these may be the very people who may hire you one 
day! 


Read about companies 


Newspapers and magazines often have features written on 
companies, how well they are performing, what are they 
diversifying into, what is their niche market and the kind of 
people that they hire. The net also has an abundance of this 
information. Perhaps you feel it is too soon to do this but, it 
will give some idea of your future and help you become 
more focus in school. If you know that to be good in 
mathematics is essential in the career that you aspire then 
you can start brushing up on that area earlier. 

Parents tend to make decisions for their children’s 
future because they are most likely unaware to what is 
available to them. Some parents know their children well 
and actually choose the right path, but some do not. If you 
display the maturity of an adult who has done his/her 
homework in career exploration, and talk it out with their 
his/her parents, they would likely be confident to allow you 
to make your own decision where your future is concern. 
And that truly gives you the boost of self-confidence that 
you may need. Good luck! Do contact me at 
mamaek@ pc.jaring.my to tell me how well you are doing 
in your career exploration. Take care! 
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n many countries New 
On nell ista Uutta Year is celebrated on 

January 1. New Year is a 

time for entertaining, 
visiting and giving gifts. Itis also 
a time for making new 
resolutions. 

What song comes to your 
mind when it is New Year? Yes, 
itis Auld Lang Syne. Auld Lang 
Syne is an old Scottish song. It 
| is sung at New Year parties when 
Eftec he the old year is seen out and the 
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~~ song. Auld Lang Syne means 
‘good old days’. 

In Scotland, the Scots 
celebrate the New Year in a 
grand scale. The Scottish New 
— Year is known as Hogmanay. 
Hindi Like other communities around 
the world, the Scots prepare for 
Hogmanay by cleaning their 
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houses, then burn sprigs of pine 
leaves to kills germs in their 
homes. 

After welcoming 
Hogmanay, Scots would wait to 
see who the first person to enter 
the house after midnight will be. 
If the first person is a young, 
successful, happy, dark haired 
male, the Scots believe he will 
bring good luck. The male 
should not be empty handed. He 
should bring with him a small 
gift such as a piece of coal, 
bread, salt as, to the Scots, they 
are symbols of life. 

On New Year’s day 
haggis, shortbread, scones, 
oatmeal cakes, cheese and 
traditional new year black buns 
are eaten. 

Not everyone, however, 
celebrate New Year on January 
1, because some new year 
celebrations originate from 
religions. Muslims around the 
world celebrate Aidil Fitri which 
falls on the first day of Syawal, 
the tenth month of Hijrah, the 
Muslim calendar. It is preceded 
by Ramadan, a month of 
obligatory fasting for Muslims 
from sunrise to sunset. Chinese 
New Year is celebrated by the 
Chinese on the first day of the 
first month in the Chinese 
Zodiac calender. Likewise, the 
Hindus, too, celebrate the first 
day of the first month in the 
Hindu calender which falls 
somewhere in April. People of 
the Bahai faith begin New Year 
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EVERY CLOUD HA 


Auld Lang Syne 


Should auld acquaintance be forgot, 
And never brought to mind? | | 
Should auld acquaintance be Jomgot mi 


And auld fang wae Q 


Chorus: 


For auld lang syne, my dear, 


For auld lang syne, 


We'll tak a cup o’ kindness yet 


For auld lang syne. 


And surely, ye’ll be your pint clu id 
And surely I'll be mine! 
And we’ll tak a cup o ' kindness ee 


For auld lang syne. 


in the spring equinox. New Year 
celebrations called Nawruz are 
held during the evening of 
March 20. 

People around the world 
celebrate their New Year in 
different ways. Some watch 
fireworks. Some prepare special 
foods. Some have amusing 
customs. The Thais splash water 
on people on their New Year 
called Songkran. It falls in April. 
The Spanish eat 12 grapes as the 
clock chimes twelve midnight. 

In Brazil, people wear 
white clothes on New Year’s Eve 
to bring good luck and peace. If 
they are at a beach, they jump 
seven waves and throw flowers 
in the sea while making a wish, 
at twelve midnight. 

In Korea, New Year is 
celebrated in February, as 


Koreans follow the lunar 
calendar. Korean New Year 
called Sul-nal is the biggest 
celebration in Korea. Special 
rice cakes called duk-gook 
eaten. Traditional games are 
played among friends and family 
members. 

Whichever New Year you 
celebrate, we at QUEST would 
like to wish you ‘Happy New 
Year’! 


My Resolutions for 2003 are: 


21 


Mary-Kate 
Ashley O 


“OW many teenagers 
do you know who 
are shrewd business 
, .people and are 
making millions? None? Well, 
nevermind. Here is a story of two 
teenagers who have become teen 
tycoons as a result of good 
financial planning and 
management. 
Remember Michelle 

Tanner on ABC’s Full House? 
Her part was played by twins 
Mary-Kate and Ashley Olsen 
because a child actor can only 
work for a few hours a week. 

Anyway, the Olsen twins 
have become the most 
financially successful child stars 
ever. The twins have been 
television, video, and film stars; 
editors-in-chief of their own 
magazine; fashion designers; 
recording artists; executive 
producers; authors; videogame 
heroines; and Mattel models 
(Barbie). 


retail sales last year, mostly from 
its television and production 
businessesand is expected to 
generate even more this year. 

The Olsens’ earning 
power might be hard to believe. 
They have produced nearly 40 
videos and sold more than 30 
million copies in generating 
retail sales. For the past two 
years they have dominated 
Billboard’s Kid Video sales 
chart, and last year Our Lips Are 
Sealed was No. 11 in overall 
video sales — ahead of best- 
picture nominee Erin 
Brockovich (No. 14) and The 
Sopranos: The Complete First 
Season (No. 15). 

The Olsens’ first big- 
screen movie /t Takes Two, in 
which they starred alongside 
Steve Guttenberg, earned them 
US$1.6 million, brought in 
US$19 million in ticket sales, 
and then rallied US$75 million 
in home-video sales, making it 


million records even though not 
very good at singing. They have 
the No. 2 girls’ doll after Barbie 
and are on TV an average of 35 
times per week. Now they sell 
capri pants. In all, they are worth 
US$38 million — each, not 
combined! Within two years, 
they are expected to out-earn any 
celebrity in America — even 
Oprah or Julia Roberts. 

How did they become 
successful? Change is thought to 
be the secret of their success. 
The twins who are growing 
themselves, come up with new 
shows, dolls, records, and videos 
that mimic their lives. 

Not satisfied with success 
in America, they intend to go 
global. Their businesses have 


already hit Britain. After Britain, 


it’s Mexico, Japan, and China. 
Finally, when they 
become 18, in two years’ time 
they will become co-presidents 
of Dualstar Entertainment - their 


Dualstar Entertainment, one of Warner’s bestsellersinthe company which is worth 
which was founded in 1993 to family category. They have sold millions! 
manage the girls’ careers, 29 million books despite being 
generated US$500 million in just high school students, and 1.5 
22 GET ALL THE ADVICE YOU CAN, AND YOU WILL SUCCEED QUEST 


by Hans Christian 
Anderson 


, nce upon a time...a 
little girl tried to make a living by 
selling matches in the street. 

It was New Year's Eve and 
the snowclad streets were deserted. 
From brightly lit windows came the 
tinkle of laughter and the sound of 
singing. People were getting ready 
to bring in the New Year. But the 
poor little matchseller sat sadly 
beside the fountain. Her ragged 
dress and worn shaw] did not keep 
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out the cold and she tried to keep 
her bare feet from touching the 
frozen ground. She hadn't sold one 
box of matches all day and she was 
frightened to go home, for her 
father would certainly be angry. It 
wouldn't be much warmer anyway, 
in the draughty attic that was her 
home. The little girl's fingers were 
stiff with cold. If only she could 
light a match! But what would her 
father say at such a waste! 
Falteringly she took out a match 
and lit it. What a nice warm flame! 
The little matchseller cupped her 
hand over it, and as she did so, she 
magically saw in its light a big 
brightly burning stove. 

She held out her hands to the 
heat, but just then the match went 
out and the vision faded. The night 
seemed blacker than before and it 
was getting colder. A shiver ran 
through the little girl's thin body. 

After hesitating for a long 
time, she struck another match on 
the wall, and this time, the glimmer 
turned the wall into a great sheet of 
crystal. Beyond that stood a fine 
table laden with food and lit by a 
candlestick. Holding out her arms 
towards the plates, the little 
matchseller seemed to pass through 
the glass, but then the match went 
out and the magic faded. Poor 
thing: in just a few seconds she had 
caught a glimpse of everything that 
life had denied her: warmth and 
good things to eat. Her eyes filled 
with tears and she lifted her gaze 
to the lit windows, praying that she 
too might know a little of such 
happiness. 


She lit the third match and 
an even more wonderful thing 
happened. There stood a Christmas 
tree hung with hundreds of candles, 
glittering with tinsel and coloured 
balls. ‘Oh, how lovely!’ exclaimed 
the little matchseller, holding up the 
match. Then, the match burned her 
finger and flickered out. The light 
from the Christmas candles rose 
higher and higher, then one of the 
lights fell, leaving a trail behind it. 
‘Someone is dying,’ murmured the 
little girl, as she remembered her 
beloved Granny who used to say, 
“When a star falls, a heart stops 
beating!’ 

Scarcely aware of what she 
was doing, the little matchseller lit 
another match. This time, she saw 
her grandmother. 

‘Granny, stay with me!’ she 
pleaded, as she lit one match after 
the other, so that her grandmother 
could not disappear like all the 
other visions. However, Granny did 
not vanish, but gazed smilingly at 
her. Then she opened her arms and 
the little girl hugged her crying: 
‘Granny, take me away with you!’ 

A cold day dawned and a 
pale sun shone on the fountain and 
the icy road. Close by lay the 
lifeless body of a little girl 
surrounded by spent matches. ‘Poor 
little thing!’ exclaimed the passers- 
by. ‘She was trying to keep warm!’ 

But by that time, the little 
matchseller was far away where 
there is neither cold, hunger nor 
pain. 


IMAGINATION IS THE TRUE CARPET bh 


TARGET 


Each square contains a letter. All you have to do is to form 
as many words as you can using the letters in the squares. 
Read the rules below carefully before you start. 


: 


RULES 


1. 


Every word you form must make use of the letter 


‘I 


2. Words must be made up of THREE or more letters. 

3. Proper nouns, slang words, abbreviations and plural 
words are not allowed. 

4. YOU CANNOT REPEAT THE SAME LETTER 
TWICE in a word. 

5. YOU CANNOT REPEAT THE SAME WORD 
TWICE. 

6. Finally, every entry must contain ONE word formed 
from all the nine letters in the squares. 

7. Write down all the words on a sheet of paper. Write 
clearly. 

8. All entries must be accompanied by the contest 
coupon provided in page 25. 

PRIZES 

1. FIVE winners with the most number of correctly- 
formed words will EACH receive A MYSTERY 
PRIZE WORTH RM10.00 

2. A FREE copy of QUEST will be sent to TEN others 
with the most number of correctly-formed words in 
each descending order of merit. 

24 CLOSING DATE: 


20 DECEMBER 2002 


FOR READERS BELOW 
| i YEARS! | ae 


Look at the picture. Think of 
something funny to write about 
the picture. 


his contest is open to those below 11 years. Cut the 
coupon and send it together with your big brother's or 


sister's entry. 


If you are sending your entry on your own,write 


your name and address on the coupon on page 25 and send 
it to the address on Page 25. 


THREE lucky winners picked after the closing date 
will receive FUN STICKERS. 
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EXCITING MY SPERY 
PRIZES TO BE WON?! 


QUEST 
CROSSWORD 


He is a crossword for you to solve. FIVE all 
correct entries will EACH receive AMYSTERY 
PRIZE WORTH RM10.00. TEN others win each 
receive A FREE COPY of QUEST. 


ACROSS DOWN 
1. Yearn for (4) 1. To jump (4) 
3. To retain possession of (4) 2. To bow one’s head in 
7. A snake that might be good agreement (3) 

at sums? (5) 4. Frame to support 
8. The way to address male pictures (5) 

teachers (3) 5. Noisy black bird (4) 
9. The bone at finger joint (7) 6. Light brown spot on 


nose (7) 
10. Brother’s daughter (5) 
11. Binding agreement (4) 
12. Anagram of ‘nest’ (4) 
15. At this time (3) 


13. A type of mineral (3) 
14. Horseman’s spear (5) 
16. Action (4) 


17. To study hard (4) 


HOW TO ENTER THE CONTESTS _ 


Write the names of the contests you are entering. Then fill 
in CLEARLY your name, home address, date of birth and 
the school you go to on your contest coupon. 


Pin your CONTEST COUPON TOGETHER with ALL 
YOUR CONTEST ENTRIES. Post your entries to: 


QUEST PUBLICATIONS 

(CONTESTS DEPARTMENT) 

P.O. BOX 8436 

KELANA JAYA POST OFFICE 

46790 PETALING JAYA, SELANGOR 


CONTESTS IN THIS ISSUE CLOSE ON 20 DEC 2002 


rc a eg 
| QUEST 54 CONTEST COUPON , 
| 1AM ENTERING THESE CONTESTS : 
| De pc eesti eects ec teeta : 
| Ds actus cists nist ei nirsophiredcncins aieoapetasrels btewaien eh Gaeotusnauleuaesunsencesensenses | 
Be tees cece ciao ce ead scte ees oiaseeestsstanis Siete | 
 eeicetcennniapetemsbietaen . 
| ENAIDIG® asossascenannanssn anestnsintainnenisaesinrdetesieseoeiosinlbnpide Boy/Girl | 
| ek eee re ey eer Date of Birth: ....................... | 
| SCHOOL. cccconccucsshaeowvrnerdawedeaennovevsacscnncaevonvien Form: ........ | 
ome Te ccs sium voces eeeaninesuntvuoce askuocecdpemeneeaaatncnosares 

| H Add 
peepee se ee ces teeters teense | 
| | 
| DCS scsi entidcasdeeinssipastedacesuawasatoavacedichonsndeteeedcnuntiuns | 
Ln 

| QUEST Q54 PEN-PAL CLUB COUPON Soe 

: ING coscaneiisare eee onceacen Boy/Girl ............... | 
Pe PGS EE cea nccatcen a tteeeipcsesarvinnnnt need ateendeosnens 
| PR a ccrcew nei nce sorcdsiwicueeoalecseveateuemseieisnaeabyeeisvecsmmerences | 
| 
| ceuinssnsdaesaseicutweayntmitedionedelbastnysheusossduauBtonus ichebauiutsiumranaaspedens 
| Home Addie: ...........scccssscssccsscsscscssccessssscssccsssessccsscescees | 
| ccscecsesneesssrsscsnnessecssnesssscenscsnscsunecaneceasesnsecanecanecnnecensceneesses | 
I cuss sandetieessnted.ateseeenastenccevtnnavnteneestetsatscsseeeareistosecie | 
Ua sass ‘sdinsnb tent aiuas taeicic Taare, celia as “Rca eae soins “tells at 


CONTEST WINNERS 


* * * Of QUEST ~° x x 


WORD TARGET _ 


The FIVE winners who will each receive 
a YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION OF QUEST 
are: 


1. Siti Agilah Abdul Rahim 

SMU(A) Maahad Muhammadi, K’tan 
2. Nurul Hanani Abu Samah 

TMGS Taiping, Perak 
3. Renuka Ramalingam 

SM Convent Batu Gajah, Perak 
4. Wong Mei Theng 

SM Convent Batu Gajah, Perak 
5. Hew Siew Pei 

SMK Convent Kajang, Selangor 


The TEN winners who will each receive 
a COPY OF QUEST are: 


1. Paul William 
St Michael, Ipoh, Perak 


2. Ooi See Yeong 
SMK SS17, Selangor 


3. Rozana Mohd Rasul 
SM Jalan Bkt Kajang, Selangor 


4. Marissa Madzlan 
SMK Subang Utama, Selangor 


5. Thivagar Ramalingam 
SM Tinggi Kajang, Selangor 


6. Nik Safilah Mat Daud 
Maahad Muhammadi (P), Kelantan 


7. Long Chee Yee 
SMJK Yu Hua Kajang, Selangor 


8. Lim Yen Ying 
SMJK Yu Hua, Selangor 


9. Ramasamy Daramalingam 
SMK Subang Jaya, Selangor 


10. Nusaibah Abdul Halim 
SMK Jalan Tiga BBB, Selangor 
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Fun stickers go to: 
Sashi Jonathan,(9)Perak 


CONGRATULATIONS 


to 
all winners! 


To those of you who 


tried but did not win a 


prize, remember your 
answers were good, 
too. There were just 
too many entries and 
only a few lucky 
winners could be 
selected. Thank you 
for your participation. 
You did well. Do try 
again, okay? Who 
knows, you may win 
the next time! 


Apologies for the error in a clue. No marks were 


deducted. -Ed. 


The FIVE winners who will each 
receive a YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION 
OF QUEST are: 


i. 


2, 


a. 


Yeap Seow Kit 

SMK(L) Bukit Bintang, PJ 
Subatra Omandran 

SMK Bandar Sunway, Selangor 
Ahmad Tajuddin Mat Yusoff 
SMU(A) Maahad Muhammadi (L), 
Kelantan 

Rajanen Jeyabalan 

SMK Subang Jaya, Selangor 
Lim Ten Foung 

SM Stella Maris, Selangor 


The TEN winners who will each receive 
a COPY OF QUEST are: 


is 


Andrew Krishnan 
SM Sri KL, Selangor 


Is’adah Khisma Ismail 
SM (P) Sri Aman, KL 


Gayatri Narayasamy 
SMK Convent Kajang, Selangor 


Fong King Yap 
New Era College, Selangor 


Nusaibah Abd Halim 
SMK Jalan Tiga, Selangor 


Lee Pei Jia 
Chung Hua Hugh School, Selangor 


Pak Chun Wee 
New Era College, Selangor 


Wong Sze Yan 
SMK Yu Hua, Selangor 


Mohd Zulhilmi Jamel 
SMK Seafeld, Selangor 


10. Anitha Nathan 


SMK Jin Bukit, Selangor 
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More powerful than God, 
More evil than the Devil, 
The rich need it, 
The poor have it. 


PS WEL cccinntiinssiswadevcibsavecwendesancs 


There is a match, oil lamp, candle and a lantern sitting 
on a table. You need some light to see. Which do you 
light first? 


AUIS WEL Sccdvcisecscererctcavdscteovecoawess 


What has a mouth but cannot talk, 

What can run but can not walk, 

What can move but is not alive, 

What has no wheels but can take you for a ride? 


AVIS WOE! cccicasacvcdsesscsacncetsdecescesses 


Two men sat down to have a drink in a restaurant. They 
were identical twins. They both were given poisoned 
drinks. One drank fast, one drank slow. The one who 
drank slow died. What happened? 


PRA V Cl ecciesinccsbecsoiocieceenic sdesnutedsdecnsn ie Goes esneanwacaeunastiemnonnes 


SHOHCHOHHSHHHHSHHSHHHSHSHSHHSHHSHSHHSHHSHHSHHHHSHSHHHSHSHHSHSHHSHHSHHHHHSHHHHSHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHSHTHHHOHSHHHHTHEHEHSHTSH8EE9 


ANSWERS 
See upside down. 


‘porp pue uostod ay} yueIp 
A[MO]S YueIP OYM Ue 94} 
‘poatains Apyornb yuerp oymM 
ULL SIL], ‘poseoyal sem Uostod 
dU} Poiou 991 ou} se ‘UOSTOd 


poureyuod aqnd 901 oy], ° 
TOAUV ° 
yoveul ou, ° 


UNION ° 


Twinkle, twinkle little star 
How I wonder what you are ... 


Remember the song you sang in your 
kindergarten? Do you still wonder what stars are? 
They may look like small ‘diamonds’ in the sky 
but stars are actually enormous. And there are 
about 100 billion stars in our Milky Way galaxy! 
These massive bodies in space are self- 
luminous. Self-luminous means that they can 
generate their own light. How? Stars are composed 
primarily of hydrogen, which undergoes a fusion 
process and becomes helium. This fusion of 
elements provides the energy for their light. 


What makes stars shine? 


Stars have very hot centres. The centres are many 
millions of degrees Kelvin hot. (A Kelvin is a SI 
unit of temperature; zero degrees Celsius equals 
273 degrees Kelvin.) When the stars’ hot interiors 
radiate to the space’s cooler surface layers, stars 
shine. 


28 


HANDS IN PRAYER ... GOD OPENS HIS _ 


The Sun is our nearest star. It is very bright. 
Its brightness is comparable to that of 4 trillion 
one-hundred-watt light bulbs. Its central 
temperature is 15 million degrees Kelvin (27 
million degrees Fahrenheit). It is a self-luminous, 
gaseous sphere. It has no solid surface. Its size is 
about 100 times that of the Earth and its mass is 
roughly 300,000 times that of the Earth, while its 
visible surface is a relatively cool 6,000 degrees 
Kelvin (10,000 degrees Fahrenheit). 


Stars do not shine forever. That’s because 
stars have limited amounts of nuclear fuel. 
Eventually they will exhaust their fuel - just like 
one tank of fuel lets you drive only a certain 
number of miles. When the fuel is exhausted, the 
car will stop. Likewise stars will stop shining when 
the fuel is used up. 


Big stars have large amount of its nuclear 
fuel. But big stars also ‘drink’ more fuels. That’s 
why they shine much brighter, using up their fuel 
very fast. Hence, the more massive stars have 
shorter lives. 


Big stars - those with masses 25 to 50 times 
that of the Sun - race through their lives in just a 
few million years. The Sun will last for about 10 
billion years. Stars less massive than the Sun will 
last even longer. 


Something To Do 


1. What happens when there are no stars? 
2. Do you know of songs about stars? 


QUEST 


orld’s 
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Tropical 
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| he world’s largest tropical national park 
lies in northern Brazil, over the great 
Amazon rainforest. The park is called 
./%  ‘Tumucumaque which means ‘the rock 
on top of the mountain’ in the native language. 

The park covers 9.6 million acres of forest- 
clad mountains which rise up to 2,300 feet above 
the forest canopy. 

The previous world’s largest tropical park 
was Slonga National Park in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. Tumucumaque park is 568,000 
acres larger than Slonga National Park. 

Tumucumaque Mountains National Park is 
virtually an uninhabited region of virgin rainforest. 
It is full of waterfalls, whitewater rapids and rivers 
that are impassible to humans. 

The park contains a treasure trove of 
undiscovered animal, insect and plant species. 
There are jaguars, sloths, giant armadillos, 
anteaters, harpy owls and black spider monkeys. 
Scientists know of at least eight primate species, 
350 bird species and 37 types of lizard living in 
the park. There are several laws regulating the use 
of genetic material gathered from Brazil’s immense 
variety of plant and animal species. The laws 
ensures protection so that plants and animals that 
may be endangered elsewhere will continue to 
thrive in the park. 

The park will be open only to scientists, 
initially. They will study how best to combine 
tourism with preservation. 
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rgh! Not enough disc space! You can 
always get a new hard disc drive yet 
sooner or later you will run out of space! 


The Spark-Key Column Version 3.7 


I Need Space! 


The laughing cat does some spring cleaning 


After installing Maxis’ SimCity 3000 Unlimited, 
downloading hundreds of new buildings, convert- 
ing multiple landmarks and creating dozens of 
Cat Cities, the cat runs out of space... 


Now what do we do? 


It is acommon dilemma most, if not every, com- 
puter user comes at a point (or many!) in their 
usage of their machine running out of space. 


While the temporary storage area, the RAM or 
memory, is always flushed with no power, the 
hard disc drive, which contains all your saved 
data, installed programmes and the OS, is al- 
ways there, unless you delete files that is. 


For obvious reasons, you cannot delete the OS 
(Operating System - like Windows), it runs the 
computer, without it your machine is just an ex- 
pensive electronic paperweight! However, you 
CAN delete unwanted and useless files belong- 
ing to the OS. This requires tact and know-how 
though. Simply deleting any files might disable 
your OS, some programmes, even anti-virus! 


Deleting your own data is of course at your dis- 
cretion, no harm will come to the computer. 


Deleting programmes or games you installed is 
once again your choice but care needs to be 


taken with certain programmes, like utilities that 
are required to run the computer Safely, say, an 
anti-virus scanner, or graphic video drivers, which 
enable you to get millions of colours instead of 
the Windows standard 16 colours. 


Modern computers have extra utilities installed 
that are required for the mainboard, like Chip- 
Set update and application accelerators. Basi- 
cally if it came with your computer and it is not a 
programme you can run and do something with 
it, you should leave it alone as it probably does 
something that is required by your computer. 


Then what can I delete? 


Deleting (Removing) files of programmes should 
be done using Windows Add/Remove Programs 
(found in Start Menu -> Settings -> Control Panel) 
as you could cause a lot of trouble in the Win- 
dows Registry (Databank where Windows keeps 
information of things installed in your machine) 
were you to simply delete programme files. 


Sometimes the un-installer is unable to remove 
all the files, hitting on the Details button after it 
un-installs will give you a guide of which files 
can be deleted by yourself that the utility could 
not remove (perhaps it is in memory until you 
restart your computer then it will be freed). 


If you do not have any programmes running, you 
can also do a search for [*.tmp] files (key in the 
text between the brackets, do not include the 
brackets) via Start Menu -> Find, and delete 
them. These are TeMPorary files, used by pro- 
grammes and installations that are sometimes 
not removed once used. You can also delete files 
found in the Temp folder (C:\Windows\Temp). 
(This means open the folder called Temp found 
in the folder Windows found in your hard drive). 
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You can also find and delete *.old, *.gid, *.---, 
*.000, *.chk, *.bak, and *.log files too if you do 
not have a need to check any logging files! 


Explore the tools that come with Windows, you 
can find Disk Cleanup (pre-Windows 98 versions 
will not have this) that helps you rid of unwanted 
files. Extra icons on the desktop also slow down 
Windows, you can delete unwanted ones like 
Online Services folder, MSN, Inbox and others. 


You can also empty your Internet Cache (Tem- 
porary storage of Web files to soeedup brows- 
ing so they do not have to be downloaded again). 


Depending on your browser’s setting, you could 
easily amass hundreds of MegaBytes (MBs) of 
downloaded files from sites you do not visit 
anymore! Do also check BitMaP (*.bmp) files. 
These are Windows format image files and are 
rather huge (a full colour wallpaper can be 3MB)). 


Still need more space! 


If after getting rid of stuff and you still need more 
space, you may need to get a new extra drive. 
You can easily have it added on as a secondary 
drive with no need to remove your current one. 
This new drive will be your expansion and can 
also function as a drive to backup your data to. 
This way, in the advent you need to format your 
primary drive, you will not lose your data and 
can copy it back once you have reinstalled your 
OS and programmes again! Way much easier! 


Hard disc drives come in 5400 or 7200RPM (Ro- 
tations Per Minute) and in ATA33, 66, 100 and 
133MBPS (MegaBytes Per Second) standards. 


Check which kinds your mainboard supports 
before purchasing one! Check your manual or 
ask the store or dealer to check it for you. Lastly, 
ask them to partition it into two drives for you! 


S CI-TE 


A robot boldly goes where no 
man has gone before 


A mini-robot, dubbed the Pyramid Rover, 
has been called in to find out what lies 
inside the 4,500-year-old Great Pyramid of 
Giza. The rover will insert a fiber optic 
camera through cracks in the pyramid to 
see what is inside. Some believe there 
could be a secret chamber or long lost 
ancient documents. Others venture there 
may be nothing at all. Whatever is there, 
archaeologists are thrilled they're finally 
going to get a peek - even if there is nothing 
inside! 


HONESTY IS NEVER TO MISUSE THAT WHICH IS GIVEN | 


CH NEWS 


Smart chips 


Scientists at University of California scientists have 
developed tiny ‘smart dust' particles that can detect 
biological agents like anthrax are floating in the air. 

The micron-sized chips changes color if anthrax 
is present in the air.The chips are also able to tell if 
poisonous gases are present in the air. 

Meanwhile, engineers at the university's San 
Diego campus are experimenting with techniques to 
protect structures from bomb blasts. Carbon fibers that 
can be applied like wallpaper to walls, floors or columns 
are tested. Tests show that the fibres help buildings avoid 
collapse. 

The fibers can also be wrapped around steel 
bridge cables, such as those at the Golden Gate, to 
prevent them from snapping in a terrorist attack. 
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Why Do we N eed a Children’s Day? 


You, the children, are our treasures. You are our future; the ones who will care 
for our planet, when we adults no longer can. You are our greatest source of 
promise and potential. Thus as a symbol, adults have designated a special day 
to unite all children worldwide. 

Children’s Day is a universal day when adults honor each child as a 
person in need of our protection. It is a day to please children, to take them 
where they want to go and play with them. It is a special day when we will 
reflect on those children who are deprived of love. It is a day that allows us to 
set aside one day to celebrate children’s unique strengths and achievements. 
Children’s Day is also a time to recognise leaders and parents who are making 
a positive impact in the lives of children. 


How Did it Begin? 


In August 1925, some 54 representatives from different countries gathered 
together in Geneva, Switzerland for an important meeting. The meeting was 
the first “World Conference for the Wellbeing of Children’. At this meeting the 
‘Geneva Declaration Protecting Children’ was passed. The proclamation made 
a strong appeal for various needs of children around the world. It included the 
spiritual needs of children, proper education for children, relief for children in 
poverty, prevention of child labor and other issues related to children’s welfare. 

After the conference, various governments around the world designated 
a day, different in each country, as Children’s Day, to encourage and bring joy 
to children as well as to draw the attention of society to children’s issues. 


BETTER SURE THAN SORRY 
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For Parents 


An annual Children’s Day allows us to celebrate the way that children’s lives 
enrich our own. The activity you choose to celebrate Children’s Day can be 
as simple as talking to children about their ideas and family history or baking 
a cake, taking a walk along the beach, writing a poem or flying a kite together. 
It can also be part of a larger community or national event. 


Children die because of adult wars. Children are raped because of adult impulses. Children are beaten 
because of adult madness. Children suffer poverty because of lax adult governments. Children are 
exploited for work, prostitution and pornography because of adult profits. Do news headline such as 
these alarm you? What makes adults do all those things? How would you correct the wrongs committed 
by adults? 


Write your views here. 


QUEST LITTLE THINGS ARE GREAT TO LITTLE MEN 


a3 


When your examinations are over, where are you planning 
to have your holidays? There are special tour packages 
for students you may like to check out from Tourism 
Malaysia office. Here are some suggestions: 


*Kuala Lumpur 


The capital city of Malaysia, 
Kuala Lumpur’s old Moorish 
buildings, modern skyscrapers, 
landmarks and gardens never 
fails to charm sightseers. Places 
not to miss are Petronas Twin 
Towers (the tallest building in 
the world), Menara Kuala 
Lumpur (Asia’s tallest tower), 
National Mosque, Sultan Abdul 
Samad Building, Independance 
Square, Chinatown, the ‘Golden 
Mile’, King’s Palace, National 
Monument, Parliament Square 
and Lake Gardens. 

Add a visit to Putrajaya 
and Paya Indah Wetlands if you 
have time. 
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*Banghuris 
Homestay 


(A grotourism) 


This is a component of three 
villages called Banghuris in 
Sepang. Here you can visit 
cottage industries where local 
delicacies such as tapioca and 
Sweet potatoes chips are made. 
If you go on a tour you will be 
taken on a tour of flower 
nurseries and plantations. See 
how oil palm is harvested and 
how coffee is grown. As a 
student this will be of great 
interest to you. 


* (Cameron 


Highlands 


Barely 3 hours from Kuala 
Lumpur lies the popular resort 
of Cameron Highlands, 
Malaysia’s premier hill resort. 
Located at 1524m above sea 
level, Cameron Highlands’ 
appeal lies in the neat sprawling 
tea plantations which date back 
to 1929, as well as terraced 
flower gardens, strawberry 
farms, orchards and vegetable 
gardens. The ride to the hill 
resort will itself be an experience 
as it passes changing vegetation 
at different altitudes. Tanah Rata 
is the main town. There are 
many local and Western-style 
restaurants. Visit tea plantations, 
Strawberry farms, flower 
nurseries, vegetable gardens and 
butterfly park. 
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*Taman Negara 


Jungle Experience 


Taman Negara is one of the 
world’s oldest tropical 
rainforests and Malaysia’s 
premier national park. Located 
in the heart of Peninsular 
Malaysia, it takes a 3-4 road 
journey from Kuala Lumpur to 
Kuala Tembeling, followed by a 
3-hour boat ride upriver to Kuala 
Tahan, the headquarters of 
Taman Negara. 
Accommodation is at 
comfortable chalets. Activities 
include jungle trekking, 
observation of wildlife, canopy 
walk, fishing, shooting the 
rapids and other nature-based 
experiences. 


*Melaka Historical 
City 

Melaka’s touristic appeal comes 
from the legacies of the state’s 
glorious past that includes the 
Melaka sultanate, and the 
periods of rule by the 
Portuguese, Dutch and British. 
This is reflected in numerous 
heritage buildings within the 
historical city of Melaka which 
can be seen in the full day 
excursion from Kuala Lumpur. 
Popular tourist sites are the 
Museum, A’ Famosa, Stadthuys, 
Christ Church, Cheng Hoon 
Temple and Jonker Street 
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*Penang Island 


Penang island was ruled by the 
British for more than a century. 
Its capital, Georgetown, the only 
bastion in Southeast Asia with 
the largest number (2,000) of 
prewar buildings left intact. 
Famous sights are Penang 
Butterfly Farm, durian and clove 
orchards, Snake Temple, 
Chinese clanhouses, Penang Hill 
and Chinatown. 


*Kuching 

Kuching, Sarawak’s riverine 
capital, has interesting spots 
such as the waterfront, Sarawak 
Museum, Tua Pek Kong Chinese 
temple, Square Tower and 
Malay village. There are 
Opportunities to shop for 
indigenious handicraft like 
pottery, batik, woodcarving, 
beadwork and shellcraft. 
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Nations live in fear 


Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said both rich and poor 
countries live in fear. Rich countries fear terrorists while poor countries 
fear rich nations taking over their economies, especially through 
globalisation. 

He said this at the sixth biennial Langkawi International Dialogue (LID) 
2002 in Langkawi in August. He said no doubt Malaysia has greatly 
benefited from foreign direct investment. But now the rich are competing 
with the poor to attract foreign direct investment. He said one rich country 
attracted a major investment away from Malaysia by offering 
RM760million to the corporation. 

The Asian financial crisis was another example of economic terrorism, 
he said. He said about 50 years ago, many of the colonies of the Western 
countries won independence but quickly realised that they had gained 
nothing. Today the newly independent countries are unable to defend 
themselves. They are terrified of being colonised once again through 
economic pressure. 

He said to fend off economic terrorism, countries must first understand 
what was hitting them. 

‘Then we must work together within our borders and between our 
countries. We are weak and we are client states, dependent on aid and 


loans. But it is still possible to take a common stand to fight off the threat,’ - 


Dr Mahathir added. ‘If we come up with a proper interpretation, with 
proper safeguards for us, which recognise our weakness and our need for 
time, then globalisation and the free market can help us achieve economic 
growth and maintain our independence. It is entirely possible to do this,’ 
he said. 


Unity through Education 


The move to standardise the use of English in schools is to ensure equality 
in education and mastery of science and technology at an early age. Deputy 
Prime Minister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said English was an 
important language. By mastering it would enable the people to gain 
knowledge in science and technology. 

He said the move was not aimed at abolishing Chinese and Tamil 
schools as the existence of these schools was guaranteed under the 
Education Act. He said what we want is to forge national integration and 
unity through education. Likewise, the government’s introduction of Vision 
Schools was also aimed at providing an environment conducive for 
children of all races to study together and establish friendships. 
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18,000 jobs 
created by MSC 


The Multimedia Super Corridor 
(MSC) has created more than 
18,000 jobs. Out of the 18,000 jobs, 
over 15,000 have been taken up by 
knowledge workers such as 
software developers, programmers 
and analysts. The remaining jobs 
are taken up by sales and marketing 
managers, followed by technical 
support staff. 

There are 745 MSC-status 
companies. Fifty-three are world- 
class companies. MCS-status 
companies prefer workers who are 
experienced rather than fresh 
graduates. About 87% employed 
by MCS-status companies are 
Malaysians. The remaining 13% 
are foreigners. A large number of 
foreigners are from India. 


A Exciting 
New World 
for You 


By the time you leave school 
(assuming you are 12 years now), 
Malaysia’s Multimedia Super 
Corridor (MSC) would have 
progressed to its second phase of 
development - that is, to form a 
network of high-tech ‘corridors’ in 
the country. Malaysia will be able 
to showcase the vision of a 
knowledge society and 
economy. By 2008, you should be 
able to see, in action, a knowledge- 
driven Malaysian society. 
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English in Stages 
Education Minister Tan Sri Musa Mohamad said Science and Mathematics 
will be taught in English in phases to give teachers and students enough 
time to adjust to the changes. Hence, only Standard One, Form One and 
Lower Six students in national schools will be involved. At other levels, 
the teaching of the subjects in English will not be made compulsory but 
schools will be encouraged to do so depending on the ability of students. 

Science, Maths and English teachers, including those from rural 
schools, will be given special allowances to teach the subjects. Other 
teachers will be given incremental pay increases if they take steps to 
improve proficiency in the language. 

Tan Sri Musa also revealed that all public examinations — UPSR, PMR, 
SPM and STPM — would be bilingual from next year. The questions will 
be in English and Bahasa Malaysia. Students can answer either entirely 
or partially in one or both languages. 

Matriculation colleges will also have to teach Science and Maths-based 
subjects in English beginning 2004. Polytechnics will have to do so from 
2008 when they take in the first batch of SPM students taught in English. 
Public universities have to switch to English as the medium of instruction 
in science and technology subjects in 2005. 

Schools will adopt an information and communications technology 
(ICT) approach. They will be supplied with notebook computers, LCD 
(liquid crystal display) projectors and screens to facilitate the teaching of 
the two subjects. 


Hybrid cars not 


| 

| 

_ ready to take off yet 

_ Hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) are 

getting more popular. However, 

_ there are not many buyers. So the 

cars are not ready to take off. 
Hybrid cars save fuel and do not 
dirty the environment with petrol 

_ fumes as they run on electricty. 


Big Fat Laughs 


Get ready for Big Fat Laughs! 
Featuring Hollywood's hottest teen 
stars, Frankie Muniz and Amanda 
Bynes, ‘Big Fat Liar’ is the 
hilarious revenge comedy- 
adventure filled with non stop 
action and lots of laugh! Big Fat 
Liar is coming to DVD and VHS. 


Hope for the future 


Louise Buzzelli turned the awful 
events of September 11 into 
something positive. She wrote a 
song, named it Hope after her baby, 
and produced a CD. She also set up 
a foundation and will be donating 
proceeds from its sale to mothers 
in need, 


Cool new products launch 


for back to school 

Children are negotiating for clothes 
they want to wear to school in US, 
unless they have to abide by a 
uniform code. There’s plenty of 
excitement as families flock to 
stores to see what’s new for back- 
to-school. 
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BE GENEROUS INGIVING PRAISE __ 


Food Poisoning Kills 


Several People 
Hundreds of people fell ill and 
several died in an outbreak of mass 
food poisoning in Nanjing, China. 
The Chinese government has 
ordered a thorough investigation 
into the outbreak. 

The cause of the outbreak is 
believed to have originated at a 
small fast food restaurant serving 
fried dough sticks, sesame cakes 
and glutinous rice - all traditional 
breakfast items. Several of the 
victims were reported to have 
collapsed, some coughing up blood, 
just minutes after eating at the 
restaurant. 

The restaurant has since been 
closed. 


Small Wonder 


Adrian Simionescu, 27, is just 4 feet 
7 inches tall. But the popular 
Romanian singer is a giant in the 
world of Romanian pop. Adrian 
began singing when he was 9. His 
sheer energy and drive has made 
him a household name. Despite 
being a gypsy, a big stigma in 
Romania, he gets top billings at 
Romanian concerts. He is referred 
to as “Adrian the Wonder Child’. 


Seeds of Peace 

Seeds of Peace, founded in 1993, 
holds three two-week peace camps 
each summer on a lake in Maine, 
U.S. Campers, aged 14 to 17, join 
teens from such places as the 
Middle East, India, Pakistan, 
Greece and Turkey to canoe, swim 
and play sports together. 

The campers also spend time in 
sessions in which they learn how 
to listen to one another with respect 
and compassion. 
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Check your answers to the Language Games and Exercises on this page. 


ENGLISH THROUGH SONGS 
PAGE 8 
Word Teasers 


Antonyms 
open 
find 


moonlight 
dislike 
peaceful far 
seashore silent 
faraway go 
Heaven 
light 


THAT’S NOT RIGHT-LAH! 
| PAGE 10 


Sixteen children were admitted 
to the hospital after eating nasi 
lemak at the canteen. 

I have a fish bone stuck in my 
throat. 

Have you got a bar of soap? 
Which is your house? 

Which are your pair of socks? 
Would you like some biscuits? 
Do you wash your bicycle every 
day? 

We wear shorts when it is hot. 
I’m sorry. I broke the glass. 


. They are late for school. 

. Have you seen my books? 

. He lives next door to me. 

. Who wrote on my book? 

. Whose shoe is this? 

. [have not eaten anything since 


morning. 


. I bought some sweets from the 


shop yesterday. 


. [am going to have a nap now. 

. Have you cleaned your teeth? 

. He said he will come, didn’t he? 
. I said I will do it, didn’t I? 


Ww 


HO, WHAT, WHICH, WHERE 


HOW, WHY? 


PAGE 11 
These are some suggested answers. 


1. 


10. 
11. 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 


16. 


I don’t know why you are angry 
with me. 

Do you know how to do it? 

I have no idea what to ask. 

I can’t remember where your 
house is. 


Can you suggest what to write? 


Have you decided who to ask for 
your birthday party? 

I wonder what it means? 

I know why it happened. 

Do you know which bus I should 
take to Ipoh? 


I wonder who she is? 

Can you tell me which one is 
yours? 

She asked me where I am going? 
Do you know how to do this? 
Can you tell me why you are sad? 
Must you always ask me what I’m 
doing? 

Do you know how far it is to the 


station? 


. Did you see who it was? 


. Do you know which cup you used? 


. | can’t remember what I studied. 


. She knew exactly what to say. 


FUN WITH WORDS 
PAGE 14 


b. twinkle 
a. waded 
b. confused 
a. squinted 
. writhe 


. voluble 


QQ & 4 


. exhale 


c. expel 


Se | ee PS Pe Pe 


b. extort 


pom 
S 
o 


. expand 


WORD SEARCH 
PAGE 15 


window 
scarf 
tomato 
stick 
fish 
scroll 
hump 
sigh 


a il I oo oe 


Sprint 


poms, 
© 


. smile 


fone 
aay 


. Sail 
12. sore 
13. camel 
14. cat 

15. wrong 
16. indigo 
17. sit 

18. present 
19. eraser 
20. chives 
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QUEST is the foremost English language magazine established in 1989 for secondary school students. 
QUEST is published four times a year: Jan/Feb/Mar, Apr/May/Jun, July/Aug/Sept, Oct/Nov/Dec. 


Did You Miss Out On Any Issue of QUEST? 


Each issue of QUEST contains valuable informative material that will be a source of reference. Our 

past articles include: 

¢ PMR Composition Writing 

¢ English Through Songs 

e Language Games 

¢ Comprehension 

e The Seven Kinds 
of Intelligences 

e Study Skill 

¢ Thinking Skill 

e Environment 

¢ Computer 
Knowledge 
and lots more!! 
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Kong Lee Lian, 12, of 
Kajang, Selangor, tried her 
hand at writing Haiku. 
Haiku is a form of Japanese 
poetry. It is short and 
precise. If you want to know 
how to write Haiku, refer to 
page ll of QUEST 51 (Jan- 
Mar 2002) issue. 


I watched the World Cup 
David Beckam, Ann Jung-Hwan 


Inspired me so 


Boredom is something 
Something you cannot hide 


It’s always around 


She is my idol 
Some sort of superwoman 


She is my mother 


Together we stand 
To fight off terrorism 


For eternity 


The sound of nature 
Could no longer be found now 


No longer be heard 


Brother with strong arm 
Can fix anything for us 
And keep us safe 


Disposal 
of Wastes 


by Victoria Thiruchellvam 
SMK Datuk Mansor, Negeri Sembilan 


Whe world today is in danger of becoming a huge 
‘rubbish dump. We do not have enough space to get 
rid of tons of household rubbish and toxic industrial 

Min wastes. Developed nations throw away the most 
bbl while developing nations lack the technology to get rid 
of chemical and other wastes from their factories. Open burning 
of rubbish has also led to air pollution and this has given rise to 
ozone depletion and other related problems. 

Each year the problem of litter in our towns and 
countryside becomes worse. This is mainly caused by people 
indiscriminately throwing away used packets, cans, bottles, and 
paper without realising the harm they are causing to the 
environment. Most rubbish do not disappear by itself. In fact, 
some rubbish may lie there for weeks, months or even years, 
spoiling the landscape. It can also be a danger to people and 
animals alike. Apart from all these, wastes are harmful to health. 

People who live near dumpsite where toxic industrial 
wastes are buried are exposed to dangerous chemicals and 
radioactive material. Over a period of time they may develop 
illnesses which are sometimes fatal. If landfills containing 
household rubbish are not properly covered, they become a 
breeding ground for flies, rats and other pests. 

Underground water and streams may become also polluted 
by dumpsites which are located nearby. 

Most governments have strict laws against careless waste 
disposal. It is up to individuals to uphold these laws and keep 
his or her environment clean. It is because of our attitude towards 
the environment that our planet is slowly dying. 

Do you want to live in dirty, smelly world with parks full 
of litter instead of flowers? Of course, you don’t. So, take action 
now. Do your part in overcoming the waste disposal problem. 
Keep our planet clean. 


4] 


Death of an Angel 


by Farhana Nur Maisarah Fazil 
SERATAS, Taiping, Perak 


er firm fair hands 

resting on _ the 

ground; her smooth 

long silky hair 
beautifully spread; her radiant 
cheeks glowing; her moist rosy 
lips smiling innocently; her big 
brown eyes staring hopelessly at 
the black starry night. She was 
the most beautiful girl I knew. 
She didn’t understand the 
meaning of love until she was 12 
years old. But sadly, barely 15 
years old and out of this world. 
My parents adopted her 
when I was 10 years old. Her 
name was Julia. At first I could 
not accept her as my sister. I was 
nasty to her. My sister, Farhah, 
hated her, too. But she was too 
nice, we realised that it was 
unfair to her. The three of us 
became very good friends and 
sisters. But I was closer to Julia. 
Julia called me Sarah and my 
sister Irah. No one ever called 
us by those names. She said she 
wanted to be very special and 
bonded us together as sisters. 
Julia wants to be different from 
everyone around us. Julia and I 
were soulmates. We would run 
into my room and indulge in one 
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of our girl talks. She would do 
all the talking most of the time. 
Her words were all words of 
wisdom. 

I remembered the loving 
way she used to comb my hair 
and kiss my cheek and say ‘You 
are a perfect beauty’. The 
memory never failed to bring 
tears to my eyes. Her heart was 
generous, her mouth sweet. She 
only wanted to make people 
happy, especially those who 
gave meaning to her life. 

She always said that I was 
a born princess and that she was 
so lucky to have me as a sister. 
She told me to be humble and 
not to show how wealthy we are. 
Julia taught me to love books 
and any form of knowledge. 
Before this, I read books only to 
have fun, but now I realise in 
every book I read, there are 
priceless wisdom and lessons. 
Julia kept all her books in my 
private library. We liked to spend 
our time there. Julia would sit 
and I would look up to her. Then 
she will begin her lecture on life, 
love, friendship, family and so 
on. Nothing compared to 
listening to her. It seems like she 


_ PEOPLE WHO FLY INTO A RAGE ALWAYS MAKE AB 


had read all the books in the 
world. 

Julia was always there, she 
was my shoulder to cry on, her 
gentle touches, her sweet words, 
her loving eyes ...oh... it kills me 
to realise how much I miss her! 

The tragic accident - her 
loss, my fate ... it’s all so tragic 
and sudden. One minute she’s 
laughing with us . The next she’s 
gone forever. Why did she have 
to go first? I know Ihave no right 
to question fate, but the love that 
bonded us was so strong. I would 
risk my life for her if given the 
choice. My life feels so empty 
without her. The saddest part 
was that I was not there during 
her last minutes on earth. Now 
that she’s gone, I will give all my 
sisterly love to my younger sister 
who never really tasted the 
sweetness of it. I know there 
were many things I gained 
during Julia’s existence. Now, I 
love Daddy, Mommy, big 
brother and sister more than 
ever. And I believe, no matter 
what happens there will always 
be a space for Julia in my heart. 


Living in the country is better 
than living in the city 


by Tan Xiang Yun 
SMK Berapit, Pulau Pinang 


| ome people believe that living in the country is better 
~ than living in the city. From my point of view, I think 
that life in the country is really better as the 

mua” advantages of living in the country outweighs the 
ae Besides, it is a known fact that city life has no doubt, 
become associated with stress, crime and pollution. 

The country is known for its cleaner environment, 
which is free from air and noise pollution. In the country. the 
air is fresh and the surroundings are quiet and this is beneficial 
for one’s physical and mental health. The people living in the 
country will never suffer from diseases like asthma. coughs. 
headaches and even lung cancer. On the other hand. pollution 
has become a ‘household’ word in cities. Exhaust fumes from 
motor vehicles and noises pollute the air. Anyone who has 
lived in one of the crowded housing areas in the city also 
knows that residents are often involuntary eavesdroppers to 
neighbours’ family squabbles or are forced to endure loud 
music coming from somebody’s radio. 

Morever, the things in the country are cheaper. The 
prices of daily necessities such as food. clothings. etc. sold 
are much lower as compared to the city. Besides. the people 
there are more helpful and friendlier. They are willing to help 
anyone who has problems especially the elderly and less- 
fortunate ones without expectations of repayment in kind. 
They also foster a good relationship with their neighbours. 
Besides, living in peace and harmony, gotong royong and 
Rukun Tertangga are the main activities in the country to 
clean and protect the community which can also foster 
goodwill and better understanding among one another. 

The pace of life in the country is also slower than the 
urban areas. There is no rush in doing things. Life is much 
more relaxed as there is little hassle and rivalry is minimum. 
Villagers go about their tasks during the day and relax in the 
evenings. As such, their health is not affected. However, life 
in the city is very hectic. Traffic congestion is a perpetual 
problem. At work, fierce competition, unrealistic deadlines 
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and numerous meetings await the city dwellers. Being always 
in a hurry to avoid the rush hour traffic jams, to be in time for 
appointments or stay one step ahead of others, people in cities 
have little time to relax. 

In the country, there are less crimes. Houses may not 
even be locked or fenced up. The people there usually know 
one another and outsiders are easily spotted. Anyone who 
commits a crime will be ostracised or punished, or even both. 
In addition, villagers help one another and join efforts to catch 
thieves. But living in cities is becoming so dangerous that 
houses are fences. House owners install grills and alarm 
systems to safeguard their homes. With the rising crime rates 
in cities, no one will feel safe walking alone at night or well- 
dressed people are often a target for thieves. 

Children living in the country are not exposed to 
Western influences as they go to school in the mornings, and 
after school, they have to help their parents at home with 
their work such as looking after their younger brothers and 
sisters. Sometimes they even help their parents to tend the 
land as most of the people who live in the country are farmers. 
Besides, there are no entertainment outlets like nightclubs, 
pubs, karaoke lounges and cyber cafes in the country, and 
there are only a few households who can afford television or 
radio sets. 

There is plenty of land to grow food. For instance, 
villagers can grow their own vegetables and fruits which are 
free from pesticides and chemicals which are harmful to 
health. The people can also save their money as the cost of 
growing their own vegetables is cheaper than buying them in 
the market. 

In conclusion, living in the country is better than living 
in the city. If I have a choice I would definitely opt for the 
country as life there is stress-free, safer and healthier. 


Do you agree that living in the country is better than living in 
the city? Or would you rather live in the city? Write and tell 
us your views.-Ed 
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vril Lavigne always 

wanted to be the center 

of attention. As a child 

she enjoyed standing 
on her bed, pretending it to be a 
stage and singing at the top of 
her voice, imagining thousands 
of people in front of her. 

In class, she couldn’t sit 
still in class as she was bursting 
to sing. Whenever there was an 
Opportunity in her small 
hometown to sing, Avril would 
be the first. She sang wherever 
she could, in her bathroom, at 
fairs and in her church. 

Then she was discovered 
by Arista Records. And the rest 
is history as it goes. Born in 
Ontario, Canada, the dynamic 
17-year-old is determined to 
reach stardom - on her own 
terms. ‘I’m going to be myself. 
I write what I feel, and I never 


worry what others think.’ she 
says. ‘I’m going to dress what’s 
me. I’m going to act what’s me 
and I’m going to sing what’s 
me.’ She does exactly that on her 
debut CD, Let Go. Let Go 
combines sassy vocals, a crystal- 
clear voice and real-girl lyrical 
style. Complicated, her first 
single is a simple song in which 
she expresses her frustration at 
pretenders. Anything But 
Ordinary tells about 
individuality. Rejection, betrayal 
and other stuff that teenagers go 
through come through in her 
songs. 

When she is upset, she 
strums her guitar. ‘Sometimes I 
feel like my guitar is my 
therapist,’ she says. She loves 
writing, too. In the beginning, 
people wanted to write songs for 
her to sing. But she felt her songs 


weren't representative of her. So 
she had to write for herself. ‘I 
had to do my music. It was a 
really stressful time, but I never 
considered giving up,’ she says. 

It was when she found 
producer/songwriter Cliff 
Magness that she realised she 
had finally found the ideal 
producer. “We totally clicked, 
because he just let me guide. He 
really understood me and let me 
do my thing.’ The songs for Let 
Go began pouring out, with 
Magness at the helm and an 
talented production team. Avril 
couldn’t be happier with the way 
the album turned out. Let Go 
sold more than 700,000 album! 
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[EACHES NOTHING BUT THE SHAPE OF THE SPOON 


- QUEST 


Replies to last issue’s 
Problems... 


Hmmm... Desperate Girl. You sound rather desperate for that guy. 
Pll tell you what. 

Normally, when a guy is avoiding you, that does not mean 
that he dislikes you or anything. Put it this way, I’m a guy myself 
aged 19 from Kuching. What I’m saying is that, try to look from a 
positive fact. He may have reasons why he is avoiding you. Here’s 
my opinion: 

1) Most probably he wants to concentrate his studies first. 
2) He was hurt once and he needs time to heal. It’s a maybe only. 
3) He likes other girl or he has someone of his own already. 

Now, that’s normal. Tell you the truth, it’s okay to lose someone 
and get hurt once in a while. If you lose him now, you will find a new 
one. Like what others would have said, ‘You can always find a better 
fish in the sea’. 

If you are brave enough to tell him, then go ahead and tell 
him your feelings. See what he has to say about it. You may tell him 
that you like him and have been admiring him for how many months 
or years but you are just afraid to tell him because you are afraid 
that he will say no. Just tell him to be frank with you. 

At least you try rather than keeping quiet. Anyway, that’s all I 
can say but don’t forget your studies as well. Good luck and all the 
best. - X 


This is a serious matter, Troubled mind. Your parents are going 
against it because they are afraid that it might effect your studies. 
It's not that they are anti-guys. Look on the bright side, even if they 
are going against it now, who knows they will change their attitude 
towards him. Remember that you're 17 and you’ re having your exam. 

No doubt that you can balance your studies and stuff. Your 
parents are doing this for your own good. Another way is that you 
can explain to your parents about his positive attitude. Most probably 
it will end up in a small fight but it won't hurt a little. But let’s say if 
that guy is the type who is only making use of you and runs away 
from troubles, like running away from you when it comes to small 
matters like this, what’s the point of being with him? He’s merely 
nothing rather than making use of you just for the sake of his own 
selfishness act and his own purpose which one day you will regret. 

Heed my advice, young friend. If your parents are against it 
you can tell him that you and he can still be together after the SPM. 
If he says ‘No’ to you, then, why bother? ‘Thou shall never look back 
upon one owns past but, face forth thou’s own future’. That’s my 
motto. - X 


QUEST “ii aera eaemnceaiiiR 


Can you 
advise them 


2 


I have a huge problem. I have this music 
lesson every Friday and practice takes much 
of my time . I have to study too since I’m 
going to sit for my PMR next year. The thing 
is I don’t know how to balance my music 
lesson and studies. I get muddled up and 
my grades are gradually getting worse. 
Please help to solve my problem. Then, 
there’s my boyfriend. He’s sitting for his 
PMR now. I want to spend some time with 
him but it’s difficult because we live miles 
away from each other. I also want to be with 
my friends. So, how do I actually balance 
love, music, study and friends without 
bursting out with loads of pressure? 

- Confused Galz 


I have a crush on a guy in school. He is cute 
and funny. When we see each other we’ ll 
wave or say ‘hello’ to one another but lately 
he is avioding me. I feel very hurt. One of 
my friends told me that he is avoiding me 
because he has a crush on me too. Please 
give me some advice for I don’t know what 
to do. I’m 17 years. 

- a Sad one 


E-mail your replies or problems to: is 

leelagov @ tm.net.my 

or write to: 

Quest Publications (Teenfile) gj 

PO Box 8436 . 

Kelana jaya Post Office - 

46790 Petaling Jaya 

Selangor R 
SI 
Ee 
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Tam Hanisah bt Sahibul Anwar from SM Teknik Pasir 
Mas. Kelantan. I would like to send my dedications 
to my family, Leay in Kota Bharu, my sister Hamidah 
in UKM, Amna Alia, sis Bai, all students of MMP 
Kota Bharu, Hafiza Hamat and all students of 4PDI 
and Dorm 2C1. My message is ‘Love Forever and 
Always Smile’. All the best. 


I am Nur Syahidah Bte Mohd Kusnon from SM ST 
BERNADETTE’S CONVENT, PERAK. I would like 
to send my dedications to my parents,friends Mafuzah 
and Athirah, my beloved teachers, classmates and my 
grandmother. My message is ‘Always call me’. 


I am Khadijah Al-Hassany from SMU (A) Maahad 
Muhammadi (p) , Kota Bharu, Kelantan. I would like 
send my dedications to my lovely parents, close friends 
Zuhaida (Teknik K. Krai), Linda (Teknik Besut), 
Sumaiyah (Teknik Tangok), Sirnah and Noora ( Teknik 
PC), Wan Nuraihan (SMKA Melor),Syikin (MRSM 
Jeli) (“I love you all’), my beloved friends Ipah,Tikah, 
Huda, Izza, Mirah, Rieyna, Weeda and Shida. ‘Good 
luck for your SMU and SPM’. 


Hi, we are SRIKANDI group (Kay, Inie, As) from 
SMU (A) TARBIAH MARDHIAH, Kelantan. We 
would like to send our dedications to our classmates 
(5 Bestari), especially Hanan, Yana, Sue, G_da and 
Norraihan, our teacher Sir Amin Ludin and all who 
those know us. Our meesage ‘You can fail in love but 
not in SPM 2002’. 


I am Faizi’s Nik Mohd from SMK Beris Panchor, 
Bachok. I would like to send my dedications to Alif, 
Azhar, Syami, Faizal, Rais, Samiah, Mariam, Ayu, 
Aya, Nadia and all students of 6M 2000 and SMK 
Panchor, Bachok. 


I am Nada Bt Zulkifli from SMK(A)Naim Lilbanat, 
Kelantan. Iwould like to send my message to my old 
classmate Nur Afwani Hassan in SMS Pasir Puteh, 
Balkis,Huda, Ain and all my friends at SK Kangkong 
1998. Have a nice day and study smart for SPM 2003. 
To my beloved friend Mc’na, Mat Joe, Pearl-yoes, 
Najah, Nik, Surie, Mihah and allthose who know me, 
my message is “Together we aim our target. I really 
love you all’. 


I am Mohd Noor Izuddin Mohd Salleh from 
SMU(A)Ma’ahad Muhammadi(L). I would like to 
send my dedications to my beloved parents, my 
siblings, my friends Afe,Jihe,Wah and students of 4 
Sc Kf, my old friends Hanis (MRSM Kuala Berang), 
Mushanna (MRSM Serting) and Hafizuddin (SMT 
Arau). My message is’Let’s do our best in SMU 2002 
and in our coming SPM 2003’. 


Tam AZZUIN from MRSM PDRM, KULIM. I would 
like to send my dedications to my parents, teachers 
and students of MRSM PDRM, KULIM, especially 
classmates of Form 3 and 3 Batani. I love you all. 
Let’s try our best for our coming PMR, okay? 


I’m Zakirah Azmi from SMU(A) Maahad 
Muhammadi Perempuan, Kelantan. I would like to 
send my dedications to my lovely parents (Thanks a 
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lot), my sister(Good luck in your SPM), my beloved 
best friend, Munirah(Thanks for everything and thanks 
for being my friend. With all His love you can’t go 
wrong), all students ex-ABIM batch 1998 (still 
remember me, our sweet moments?), all those who 
know me and my cyberfriends (I’m lucky to have 
friends like you). 


I am NUR AIN JOHARI from SMK(A) NAIM 
LILBANAT, Kelantan. I want to send my dedications 
to my beloved friends Mihah, Najah, Yana,Fairuz, Nik, 
Nada, Surie, Wanie, Yanti, all my classmates in 4US 
and my roommates in Dorm C. My wishes are 
‘Friendship forever and Smile always’. 


I am Siaw NienTzeu@Shell from SM Shan Tao 
Likas,Sabah. I would like to send my dedications to 
all my friends in Class 3B and all the teachers in Shan 
Tao. My message is ‘EVERYONE CAN GET 7A/8A 
IN PMR!’ 


I’m Md Hanif Arif from Ma’ ahad Muhammadi Lelaki, 
Kota Bharu.My special message goes to all my friends 
especially Tonah, Haziq, Fizu,Taufik and Fadlisham, 
my ex-classmates who have moved out to other 
schools in order to search ‘light’ in their lives , my e- 
pals,Tasha and Suhaili and also all SMU candidates 
2002. Let’s do our best and I miss you all so much. 
Don’t forget me. We’re friends forever. 


I am Wan Nadiah Wan Razali from MRSM KOTA 
PUTRA, Terengganu. I would like to send my 
dedications to my family,teachers in MRSM-YT 
DUNGUN and KOTA PUTRA, my group, 4D 
classmates (2002) and all students in my college. My 
message is ‘Remember me and good luck in your life’. 


I am Nursyamimi from SMK Agama (P), Kangar. I 
would like to send my dedications to my classmates 
(4 SK), Naha, Soli, Awy, Im, Leeya, Alin, Pha-Arm, 
Nurul, Ipy, Modiah, my old friends Nadiah and Hana, 
and all those who know me. My message is ‘Change 
Your Thoughts And You Change Your World’. 


I am Suhaila Bt Endut from SMK Ibrahim Fikri. I 
would like to send my dedications to all students 
SM(A) Khairiah, Terengganu and SMK Ibrahim Fikri, 
my best friends Aimy Nadia, Farhana, Munira and 
Wan Musalmi. My messages is ‘Be happy always and 
I love you all so much’ .Thank you. 


I am Herni from SMK Bahang,Penampang. I would 
like to send my dedications to my parents,my 
classmates, best friends, and all my friends who knows 
me. My message is ‘SMILE ALWAYS & STUDY 
HARD’. 


I’m Aslina bt Mat from SMK Tenang, Labis, Johor. I 
would like to send my delications to my family, 
teachers, best friends, Ijan, Iza, Ila, Huzaifah and all 
the students in 2S2. My message is ‘Always remember 
Allah in all situations and I love you all’. 


I’m Ruzilah bt Dollah from SMK Tenang, Labis, 


Johor. I would like to send my delications to my 
classmates, my teachers, best friends Lynn, Iza, Izan, 


Zaid and all the students in 252. My message is ‘Love 
has no ends. I love you all’. 


I’m Sim Hong Guan from SMK Munshi Ibrahim, 
Labis, Johor. I would like to send my dedications to 
my teachers, family members, best friends and all the 
students of Form 2A. My message is ‘Good harvest is 
derived from hardwork’. 


Pm Nurul Safinah Hazira Bt Baharum from SMK 
Tenang, Labis, Johor. I would like to send my 
dedications to my lovely family, my best friend, Ekin, 
Ejan, Ena, Eila, my classmates of 282, my brother 
especially M. Shaifful Haizad of K. Terengganu, 
Shahrul of 5 Kj, teachers and all students of SMK 
Tenang, Labis. My message is ‘Always remember 
Allah in all situations’. 


Tam Nur Athirah Haziqah Binti Mohamad Sobri from 
SMS Tuanku Syed Putra,Kangar, Perlis. I would like 
to send my dedications to all my dormmates, Rashidah 
Jamaludin,Nordiana Zainordin, Nurul Afwani Zakaria, 
Nurul Hidayah Suleiman, Nazmima Ishak, Maryam 
Muhd Yusof, Nur Hidayah Abd Halim, Ana Muslihah 
Abd Kadir, Siti Nur Firdaus Mustaffa, Rodziah 
Ghazali, Yuzeila Yussof, and Noraniza Ahmad. My 
message is “Be the best among the best’ and ‘Stay 
cool’. Friendship forever and do our best in SPM 2003! 


I am Lee Pei Leng from SM Tshung Tsin, Sabah. I 
would like to send my dedications to m y lovely 
parents, my teacher Mrs.Loh and my best friends Foo 
Shin Tyng, Jeannet A.Foo, Joan Lee Yit Ling and 
Carmen Chong. My message is ‘Warm wishes for 
good health’. I love you all. 


I am Thulasi Rudrapathy from SMKDMT, 
Gemencheh. I would like to send my dedications to 
my parents Mr Rudrapathy and Mrs Parvathy, my 
beloved sister Chitra Selvi, brothers Thenagaran, 
Kobalan, my best friend Thangam Silveraju, friends 
Revathy, Kavitha, Amutha, Sharmini, Tharmini, 
Kesevan and 5 Annans, all teachers in my school 
especially head master Mr Teow and my English 
teacher Mr B. Varatarajan. My message is ‘Study smart 
and good luck’. 


Tam Farah Adibah Rozlan from SMS Sultan Mahmud, 
K. Terengganu. I would like to send my dedications 
to my beloved family in Dungun, my best friends Fatin 
& Rafidah, ex-student of SK Sura (2001), student of 
1 UO (2002), Sesma Band, my friends especially Alia, 
Jayvian, Izzat, Kamal, Cynthia, Leo, Athirah and all 
those who know me. My message is ‘Remember me 
always, Good luck in whatever you do, Stay cool and 
may God bless you all’. Bye... 


You can e-mail your messages and 
dedications to: 


leelagov @ tm.net.my 
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FOREIGN PENPALS 


Better Richard Huang (B), 15 
Address: Tuo Huang, Room 304, 
No.11 Building, Dachangjiang 
Garden, North Jianda Road, 
Jiangmen, Guangdong, China 
Hobbies: IT (Programming, 2D 
Designing), Music 


Shereen Ummer (G), 14 

Address: P O Box 80132, 

Al-ain, U.A.E. 

Hobbies: Collecting stamps, stickers, 
coins, currencies and writing letters 


Ayesha J (G), 14 

Address: P.O. Box 3923, 

Abu Dhabi, UAE 

Hobbies: Tennis, Cooking, Making 
friends 


Donia Abbas (G), 14 

Address: P.O. Box 3500 by 

c/o Rodayna Tirawi, Abu-Dhabi, 
United Arab Emirates 

Hobbies: Reading, Writing 


Komolwan, (G), 14 
Email:kamolwan_poon @ hotmail.com 
Hobbies: Music 


MALAYSIAN 
PENPALS 


Jennifer (G) 12.7.87 

105, Greenville Villa, JIn Setapak. 
93250 Kuching, Sarawak 
Reading, Playing Ping Pong 


Kiaw Sai Ning (G) 12.7.87 
9, Khoo Hun Yeong Street. 93000 
Kuching, Sarawak 


Reading, Music, Chatting 


Atiqah Gazali (G), 22. 6.86 
54A, Kg Tunjung. 

02400 Beseri, Perlis 
Reading, penpals 


Abdul Eusoff (B), 18.5.87 

181, 3 Al-Ahzan, SM Sains 
Dungun, 23000 Dungun, T’ ganu 
Basketball, Hockey, Rugby, Silat 


Balamanie C (G), 5.9.84 
100, Tmn Tijuara, 72100 Bahau, NS 
Reading, Writing, Music 


Syafiqah A Rahman (G),28.12.87 
19, Lrg 32, Tmn Bkt Jana 3, 34600 
Kamunting, Perak 

Friends, Reading 


QUEST 


Alvin Cheong (B), 23.9.87 

36, Jin Tenggiri 11, Tmn Mutiara, 
45800 Tanjong Sepat, 

Selangor 

Collecting stamps, shells, coins 


N. Sharumathi (G), 18.8.89 

10, JIn KP 3/3, Tmn Kajang Prima, 
43000 Kajang, 

Selangor 

Reading, Badminton, Computer 


Cindy Liao (G), 26.12.89 


| PO Box 22785, 


88787 Sabah 
Reading, Singing, Travelling 


Beverly John (G), 7.9.87 

PO Box 20204, 88759 Luyang, 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah 
Reading, Games, Music 


Koshni Kandasamy (G), 18.12. 94 
18, Jin SSSC/7, Kelana Jaya 
47301 PJ 


| Gardening, Stamps, Reading 


Chin Kia Yin (G), 13.9.88 


35, JIn 73, Tmn Bkt Mewah, 
43000 Kajang, 

Selangor 

Music, Friends 


Siti Hadijah Jamil (G), 7.2.88 
10, Jin Awang, Pekan Air Panas, 
88300 Labis, Johor 

Reading, Music, Penpals 


Muhd Akmal Zainal (B), 2.1.98 
Q1, Kuarters SMK Tun Perak, 
77000 Jasin, Melaka 

Music, Reading, Basketball 


Nordon Dirk (B), 10.6.86 

72, Kg Petos, 

Batu 14, Jln Pensrissen, 

98250 Kuching, 

Sarawak 

Football, Reading, Surfing the Net 


Yong Jun Wei (B), 6.3.88 
135, Jin Langat 2, 

Tmn Sri Langat, JIn Reko, 
43000 Kajang, Selangor 
Badminton, Travelling 


Aaron Cheah Tzi Minn (B) 13.12.88 
23-45, Intan Apartment, 

Tmn Setiawangsa, 

54200 KL 


| Basketball, Mu- 


sic 

Daniel Jelly (B), 25.12.89 
PO Box 41, 

89107 Kota Marudi, 
Sabah 

Penpals, Computer 


Wan Nurulhuda (G), 24.6.85 
157, Jin Tok Guru, Kg Tenang, 
85300 Labis, Johor 


| Music 


_ Lili Fariha Jamal (G), 25.8.85 


261, Jin Melur, Felda Tenang, 
85300 Labis, Johor 
Friends, Reading, Music 


Siti Suhaida (G), 19.9.85 
7, Jin Penghulu Harun, 
Pekan Air Panas, 

85300 Labis, Johor 
Music 


Vanitha Sri Bala (G), 11.6.83 
7, Lrg 2, Tmn Orkid, 

09000 Kulim, Kedah 
Reading, Penpals, Music 


Mohd Nor Othman (B), 6.8.85 


205, Jin Bunga Tanjung, 
Felda Tenang, _ 

85300 Labis, Johor 
Football 


Abdul Hanif (B), 4.10.85 

K26, Jin Padang Bola, Felda Tenang, 
85300 Labis, Johor 

Football 


| Nor Atikah, (G),28.12.85 


67, Jin Keliling, Felda Tenang, 
85300 Labis, Johor 


_ Netball, Music 


| Nur Syairah (G), 8.5.86 
_ Lot 4279, Lrg Sri Tanjung, 


Kg Banggol, 17500 Tanah Merah, 
Kelantan 
Friends 


Kristy Tai (G), 12.4.85 

PO Box 22723, 88787 Luyang, 
Kota Kinabalu 

Basketball, Dancing, Jogging 


Nik Hasyiela Rohana (G), 11. 8.84 
22, Tepi Tmn Krai, 

18000 Kuala Krai, 

Kelantan 

Collecting Coins 


Georgiana Paulus (G), 20.9.87 
PO Box 1934, 89008 Keningau, 
Sabah 

Games, Swimming 


Joseph Emmanuel (B), 7.2.87 
Flat 40A, SMK Bau, JIn Sebuku, 
94000 Bau, Kuching, 

Sarawak 

Playing Guitar, Music, Friends 


Nurul Askin Matar (G) 12.8.85 
236, Jin Penghulu Hadyn, 
Pekan Air Panas, 

85300 Labis, Johor 

Reading, Music, Dreaming 


Lili Farina Jamal (G), 25.8.85 
261, Jin Melur, Felda Tenang, 
85300 Labis, Johor 

Reading, Friends, Music 


Hoo Yan Peng (G), 24.12.84 

3942, Tmn Sri Guchil, 

18000 Kuala Krai, 

Kelantan 

Radio, Collecting Stamps, Reading 


C. Hemamalini (G), 22.2.86 
35-U, Lrg 24, Tmn Lake View, 
34000 Taiping, Perak 


Efei Sia (G), 9.9.87 

PO Box 68, 89007 Keningau, 
Sabah 

Music 


Rohaidah Ismail (G), 27.11.87 
38, Jin Jasa Sepakat, Kg Tenang, 
85300 Labis, Johor 

Reading, Music 


Cheah Ann Nee (G), 27.7.92 
71, Lrg 2, Tmn Desa Indah, 
08000 Sg Petani, 

Kedah 

Reading, Penpas, Computer 


Emmerline Siaw (G), 17.6.87 

SM Sains Kuching, Off JIn Matang, 
93050 Kuching, 

Sarawak 

Reading, Basketball, Friends 


Nur Iryani A Zulkifly (G), 19.4.87 
4, Kg Timur laut, Prt Hj Alim, 
Telok Kerang, 82020 Pontian, 
Johor 

Read, Surf Internet 


Farhana Nur Maisarah (G), 3. 6. 88 
39, USJ 2/4M, Subang Jaya, 
47600 PJ, Selangor 

Cartoons, Piano, Drawing 


Allatif Mohamad (B), 10.12.87 
Blok 58-17-07, Flat Sri Sabah, 
Batu 3 1/2, 56100 Jin Cheras, KL 


Mohd Shukur Mustafa (B), 12.6.85 
26, JIn Ubi, Felda Chemlak, 

85300 Labis, Johor 

Reading, Music, Television 


Nurul Faraha Husin (G) 27.10.87 
PT 3392, Putera Jaya, 22100 Setiu, 
Terengganu 

Reading, Collecting Stamps 
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RIBACKCHAI 


How time flies, doesn’t it! Examination time is already here. You probably are wishing you had more 


Dear Readers, 


time to study. Well, keep a cool head. Your brain knows more than you think. Panic makes you forget 
some of the things you had learnt. So, relax. Have faith in yourself. . 

Our thoughts are with you during this important time of your student years. We know you'll do 
your best. ‘Good luck’ from the ‘crew’ at QUEST. 


The Editor 
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This issue => 


Nien reatreeeanrtces$ 


My Shadow 


From Child's Garden of Verses 


I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me, 

And what can be the use of him is more than I can see. 
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head; 
And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed. 


The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to grow-- 
Not at all like proper children, which is always very slow; 
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an india-rubber ball, 
And he sometimes goes so little that there's none of him at all. 


He hasn't got a notion of how children ought to play, 
And can only make a fool of me in every sort of way. 
He stays so close behind me, he's a coward you can see; 
I'd think shame to stick to nursie as that shadow sticks to me! 


One morning, very early, before the sun was up, 

I rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup; 

But my lazy little shadow, like an arrant sleepy-head, 

Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in bed. 


Happy Deepavalli! 


Happy New Year! 


Happy Holidays! 
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